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For the Sunday-School Times. 
‘*A Little Child Shall Lead Them,” 


T was a cold Christmas Day. Long icicles 

hung from the eaves of the house, and 
fringed the roof of the old barn. The light, 
undrifted snow quite smothered the garden 
fence, and covered the withered grass in the 
orchard. It softened every outline in the 
wintry landscape, and clung lovingly to the 
desolate trees. 

All this little Phebe saw, as she stood like 
a scarlet bird on the wide step at the front 
door, guarded by two sentinel pine trees, and 
looked far away, across the meadows and 
farms, to the dim mountains beyond. 

She looked very happy, for it had been a 
merry Christmas in the farm house that year, 
and the stockings had been more than full. 
So Phebe thought it was a very good thing 
that Christmas had come again, never re- 
membering why the day was observed; and 


“when her mother gave her a little barket, with 


a plum-pudding in a dow!, beneath the lid, to 
carry to poor Mrs. Green, she felt very bene- 
volent, not remembering that it was her 
mother’s gift. 

She paused a moment at the door, and then 
proceeded to fulfill hererrand. As she walk- 
ed along very demurely, she thought of the 
cottage where she was going, and of little 
Eben, and wondered whether Santa Claus 
had forgotten him, or whether his mother had 
been able to find anything to give him; for 
Phebe knew very well that Santa Claus was 
nobody in the world but some kind mother or 
father. And then she imagined just how 
Mrs. Green would say, “ Your mother is very 
kind to remember me to-day. It is rich food 
for poor people, but Christmas comes but once 
a year, and Eben will be so glad, because it 
is his birthday, as well as a holiday.” 

Phebe wished she had something to give 
him that he could keep always; and then she 
began to consider that she was only a little 
girl, and could not do much to make anybody 
happy, and so it came abont that all at once 
she thought of Christ, and that it was his 
birthday, and what s pleasure it would be if 
she could only do something that would make 
him glad on this Christmas day. 

So she pondered, until she reacbed the 
little red house, and there, at the gate, stood 
the doctor's horse. She hastened to knock 
at the low door, thinking all the time of Eben ; 
and when Mrs. Green met her on the thres- 
hold, and told her that poor little Eben had 
fallen from his sled, and the doctor thought 
he had injured his spine, so that he might 
never be able to walk again, she stood quite 
still a moment, and then said, in a choking 
voice, “Tell him Christ won’t forget him, 
for it is his birthday too.” 

The mother told her suffering boy the sim- 
ple message, and he seemed to grow more 
quiet and patient, remembering that Christ 
also suffered, and for him. 

That night Phebe told her mother sorrow- 
fully, that she had nothing to give Christ. 
And her mother told her how she might give 
him her heart, and if she loved him, she 
would find enough to do for his sake. 

So it came to pass, that from that day both 
Phebe and Eben began to think more about 
Christ, and what they could do for him. 

Through the long winter, Phebe went often 

to see Eben, and read to him, when he was 
strong enough to listen, or told him about 
her school, and on Saturday afternoon, she 
always studied her lesson, for the next day, 
by his side, and he would look out texts in 
his little Bible. 

Sometimes he had a penny to send by her 
to the missionary box, and he would wish 
that he might get strong enough to go him- 
self. 

Christmas Day came again, and Phebe came 
to Eben, and with much eagerness, told him 
of a new plan she had to give him pleasure ; 
and then explained how many little children 
there were who did not go to Sunday: school 
at all; and now, since he was able to sit up, 
if she could persuade two or three to come 
every Saturday afternoon, he might read to 
them, and teach them something. 

Eben was delighted; and that very day she 
went out to find some stray children. The 
first Saturday afternoon she could only in- 
duce one ragged little girl to come with her, 
but the next week there were four, and then 
six, and before another Christmas, fifteen 
little children came every Saturday afternoon 
to hear the pale and gentle Eben read and 
explain some story from the Bible, and some- 
times from Phebe’s Sunday: school book. 

Phebe continued her labors in seeking more 
children for Eben’s ‘“‘ Holiday-school,” as she 
always called his class, but she was very 
much distressed to find that many of the 
children were very ragged, some even unfit to 
present themselves with the rest. 


Her willing heart soon devised a remedy for 


this; and she proposed to her schoolmates 
that they should meet every Saturday after- 
noon, and sew for these children, that they 
might go to Eben’s school. 

The plan succeeded, and, many years after- 
wards, when Eben, though always a cripple, 
was yet able to be the superintendent of a 
large Sunday-school, Phebe continued to 
afford him the aid of a prosperous society of 
young ladies, which she had long before 
christened “ Sewing and Reaping.” 

From that Christmas Day, when Phebe 
gave the love of her whole heart to Christ, 
she was accepted of him, and his own pro- 
mise will be her reward—“ A little child shall 
lead them.” T. 





Por the Sunday-School Times. 


BETHANY SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


AST Sabbath, we enjoyed a treat in visit- 

ing the Bethuny Mission Sunday-school, 
located on the outskirts of New Haven, Ct. 
It was their missionary Sunday. Mr. McNeil, 
their superintendent, always knows how to 
make their meetings interesting and instruc- 
tive ; and with such helpers as Mesars. Brown 
and Thorne, (now students here,) but formerly 
of your city, we could not but expect success- 
ful meetings; for, somehow, you have a way 
and influence in making the very best Sab- 
bath-school workers in Philadelphia. Per- 
haps itis because they had been started aright, 
being nearer to, and attached to the great 
main shaft of Sunday-school power, ‘ The 
American Sunday-School Union.” 

But let me give your readers a brief ac- 
count of this school. It was started in Oc- 
tober last, by some students connected with 
Yale College. Atits first meeting, which was 
held in the parlor of an old mansion house in 
the south-western part of the city, fourteen 
children were present, and on the following 
Sabbath the school, increased to fifty scholars, 
was divided into classes, and a thorough and 
careful system of teaching commenced. As 
the winter came on, 8 class for instruction in 
sewing, attended at first by twenty, and ulti- 
mately by as many as forty little girls, as- 
sembled on Saturday afternoons, from two 
until five o’clock. Singing occupied the first 
hour, and during the other two the children 
sewed upon materials furnished by their 
teachers, each article becoming their own as 
soon as completed. As the season advanced, 
many little handkerchiefs, and collars, and 
aprons attested the industry of these young 
seamstresses. During the entire ‘winter the 
society never missed @ meeting. The chil- 
dren came through both rain and snow, and 
sometimes in such storms as precluded the 
attendance of lady teachers, when the in- 
struction fell into the hands of one of the 
gentlemen. This sewing society was con- 
tinued until late in the spring, and then given 
up to be re-organized in the fall. About 
three months after the origin of the school, 
its numbers were so large in proportion to 
the size of the room in which its meetings 
were held, that an infant department, includ- 
ing forty of the smaller children, was sepa- 
rately organized, under the charge of the vice- 
superintendent, assisted by some of the lady 
teachers. In March, a prayer-meeting was 
commenced, in connection with the school. 
Its meetings are held on Sabbath evening, 
and are attended by the children and their 
parents. Many children, who from the fact 
that they are poorly dressed, or too impatient 
of control, to attend the school, are regular 
atthe prayer-meeting, and joinin the hymnsof 
praise. The schoolhas now upon its roll about 
125 scholars, and 18 teachers. The average 
attendance is at present 100. The library 
numbers more than 400 well selected volumes, 
chiefly obtained from your American Sun- 
day-School Union, and the books are care- 
fully and generally read. The school is a 
thoroughly union effort, and numbers ‘among 
its teachers Congregationalists, Episcopa- 
lians, Methodists, and Baptists. Itis entirely 
independent of any church organization, and 
has been thus far supported by private be- 
nevolence. The superintendent, the vice- 
superintendent, and one of the teachers, are 
from Philadelphia, and their former interest 
in the Bethany school of your city has given 
to this new effort the name of Bethany. The 
name is appropriate, for it indeed seems like 
a place where Jesus loves to dwell. A mis- 
sion chapel was about being erected for the 
accommodation of the school, when the com- 
mencement of the war rendered the effort fer 
the present unadvisable. We hope that it 
may be successful in the future. N. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 
SORRY FOR HIM. 
RICH man, in a costly carriage, by care- 
less driving, brought his carriage against 

the wagon ofalaborer. It was the rich man’s 
fault that the two vehicles came in collision. 
The laborer’s wagon was heavily loaded, but 
he gave more than half the road. The man 
in the carriage abused him sadly, while they 
were extricating the vehicle. When he had 
driven on, the companion of the laborer said, 
“T should not have taken his abuse as pa- 
tiently as you did.” 

“ Poor fellow, I am sorry for him,” said the 
laborer. 

“Poor! he is worth nearly half a million, 
and is laying up more every day.” 

“He is not laying up anything in heaven, 
and I am afraid he never will. He is to be 
pitied !” A. B. 





Tue violet grows low and covers itself with 
its own tears, and of all flowers, yields the 
sweetest fragrance. Such is humility. 





Tux idle should not be classed among the 
living: they are a sort of dead men not fit to 
be buried. 


He submits to be seen through & microscope 
who suffers himself to be caught in a pas- 








sion. 


For the Sunday-Schvool Times. 
THE CONTRAST. 
NAPOLEON (At St. Helena). 


’Tis well! 

My dying chamber is the cold, wide sea: 

My couch the rock; and o’er my uncrowned head 
The silent sky spreads its vast canopy. 

Tears fall not at my dying, for all eyes 

That e’er could weep, were drained in other days 
By me. Sympathy makes no music soft 

O’er my departing hours, for all such tones 

Came hoarse and still for others’ miseries, 

While I was striding o’er the earth. 

Tis well! 

T heed not more these pains, this loneliness, 

The sullen echoes to my dying moans, 

Than when in other days such moans arose 
“Like voice of many waters,” as I yoked 

The nations to my will. Nature hath throes; 
Earth hath its fierce convulsions; with such pangs 
Do I hold fellowship ; not with the thrill, 

The mawkish thrill, of sensibilities 

Fit for the nursling or the dotard’s eyes. 

I, with an eagle’s gaze, looked on the stars 
Until I reached them. Headlong hurled, enraged, 
I scream and die, but no seared, fluttering bird : 
I am the eagle still! 


THE DYING CHRISTIAN, 


Oh, let me go! the day is breaking! 
Oh, let me go! I’ve wrestled long, 
And birds of Paradise are waking 

My raptured ear to morning song. 


Dear ones! earth’s best beloved, ever 
Rejoice that I may say farewell 
To sin and suffering, and never, 
No, never more a sorrow tell. 


Oh, let me go! Like wondrous morning 
My Father’s smile lights all the sky, 

And even through the valley dawning, 
Death-dews, and fears, and shadows fly. 


Sweet murmurs on my ear are stealing! 

The gates, each gate one pearl of light, 
On golden hinges turn, revealing 

Harps, with their harpers clothed in white. 


See! love ineffable is bending . 
In tenderness for me, even me, 
And now on seraph wings ascending, 
I come, my blessed Lord, to thee. 


My Lord! my Lord! I see thy glory! 
May I to loved ones tell the sight? 
Earth hath no language for the unknown story; 
Farewell! I gaze ’mid life, love, light! 
H. S. 





For the Sunday-Schoc] Times. 


RELIGION IN OUR CAMPS. 


ANY beautiful and touching incidents 
4VE among our soldiers come to us from 
time to time, showing that the Lord is work- 
ing upon their hearts, and blessing the labors 
of his servants amongst them. It is the ob- 
ject of this article to narrate some of these. 

The Rey. Mr. Inskip, of our city, is chaplain 
to one of the New York regiments. He is the 
right man in the right place. Incessant in 
labors, he has won the respect and love of the 
entire regiment, not one of whom would hesi- 
tate to make any sacrifice in his behalf. Thus 
having gained their hearts, he will more easily 
win them to the Saviour. Recently a severe 
hail storm blew down all the regimental tents. 
The company went to work and put up his 
tent first, made a nice board-floor, and placed 
within a writing table. By this act they 
showed theirestimation of him. All honor to 
the gallant boys, for their love of the faithful 
shepherd. May be have many sheep in his 
fold, and may God, for Christ’s sake, bless his 
labors among thesoldiers. For this regiment 
a prayer-meeting is held every evening, with 
an attendance of 150. Christian influence 
and fidelity have done much for them; it 
makes the soldiers more faithful in the dis- 
charge of duty, and gives them courage 
to face any danger. 

The chaplain of another regiment, now in 
Washington, recently stated in the Fulton 
street meeting, that he had never seen such a 
band of men collected together as he had wit- 
nessed since joining the regiment. He stated 
that one of the judges of the Supreme Court 
(who had resided for 20 years in the vicinity of 
their camp) had told him that the neighbor- 
hood expected the troops would bring noise, ' 
confusion, and trouble with them, and that 
they were agreeably disappointed. That the 
soldiers were quiet and orderly, created no dis- 
turbance whatever, and all desired their pre- 
sence as long as possible. This was a well 
merited encomium. Many in that company 
are Christians, some twenty belonging to the 
Rev. Dr. Dowling’s church in this city. Dr. 
D. recently visited the camp, and being a tall 
man, was soon recognized. His faithful 
corps of Sunday-school teachers gathered 
around and warmly welcomed their dear pas- 
tor. They are active Christians, and have 
established a regular evening prayer-meeting, 
which is well attended. The influence ex- 
erted by them is very beneficial to the regi- 
ment, and conduces to sobriety and respect to 
the laws of God. Some of the tents have 
signs conspicuously placed, notifying all that 
swearing is not allowed. These are pleasant 
indices of the feelings of our men, and indica- 
tive that a blessing will rest upon them, who 
amidst the excitement of camp life “‘ stand up 
for Jesus,” and that all such will be loved, 
honored, and useful. 

A Brooklyn Sabbath-school boy enlisted as 
drummer in the thirteenth regiment. On the 
outward passage, as he lay half asleep upon 
the promenade deck, the officer on guard told 
him he bad better go below, or he would 
catch cold by remaining in the night air. The 
lad quickly obeyed, and as he rose a little 
book fell from his pecket, which proved to be 
a Testament. When the boy reached the cabin, 
the soldiers and efficers were passing the time 
in mirthfulness and frivolity. The boy, with 





bear fruit to God’s praise. That little boy, 
soon after reaching his destination, was acci- 
dentally shot. His remains were carefully 
and tenderly returned to his family. He is 
not dead but sleepeth, and has joined the 
great army of the redeemed in heaven. This 
incident should encourage every teacher in 
his work. The labor is not in vain in the 
Lord, and when we least expect we receive a 
blessing. 

Many other similar incidents might be re- 
lated, all tending to show the religious cha- 


racter of our soldiers, who bear the sword in 


& two-fold capacity, as ambassadors for Christ 
and defenders of truth and justice, At the 
last great day may they all have many souls, 
as.crowns of rejoicing, and may many on the 
dattle field pass from darkness to light, and 
enlist in the service of him “ who is mighty 
to save,” and whose “promises are always 
sure.” s. 
New York. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 


I Can Do It For Jesus. 

T was two o’clock in the morning. There 

was no sound in the streets, except the 
heavy tramp of the watchman’s feet. Every- 
body had gone to rest. No; not everybody. 
For in 4 little room, in an obscure house, sat 
® young man, engaged in deep thought. 
Sometimes he leaned his elbow on the table, 
and rested his forehead on his hands, and 
sometimes he arose quickly, and walked about 
the room. 

He was poor, but he had studied a good 
profession; he was a surveyor. After seek- 
ing along time for employment, he had at 
last received an offer of a very large salary if 
he would go on an expedition to India. It 
was this question which troubled him, “Shall 
I go? Shall I leave my native land? In 
Tadia I shall be exposed to a thousand perils. 
In the forests are wild beasts, in the grass 
poisonous serpents, in the house-deadly in- 
sects, and everywhere I shall be liable to the 
diseases so fatal to Americans. Shall I go? 
I shall be well paid; and if I stay here I 
may not find any employment. I am very 
poor, but I think I will not go!” 

Will he stay at home? Watch him; he 
takes the light and passes into another 
toom. Go with him. A pale faced woman 
is sleeping on the bed. There is no carpet 
on the floor; the room is wretchedly farnish- 
ed. Itis easy to see that the careworn sleeper 
has suffered much from poverty and want. 
There is a gentle appearance of neatness 


inmates were not always poor. 
The young man looks about the chamber. 
He sees how cheerless it is; he treads softly 


mother. 
room. 


forget every danger.” 


sant to you. 


my mother.” 
them for the sake of a better friend even than 
your mother. When the hard task comes, 
say this: Ican do it for Jesus. This will 
make it easy. The heaviest burdens borne 
for Jegus become very light. The moment 
we are willing to bear them for his sake, he 
comes to help us; and though they still seem 
to be resting on our shoulders, they do not 
weigh us down, for they are held up by his 
unseen fingers. 

If you are poor, say: “I can be poor for 
Jesus,” and you will feel happier and richer 
than aking. If, when you have done well, 
you are abused, you will feel that it is very 
blessed to be persecuted for his sake. If you 
have a pet sin, say: “I can give it up for 
Jesus; I can do anything for him, however 
little I may be able to do for myself or others.” 
Get away from yourself; do all for his sake, 
and your path towards heaven will be like “a 
shining light, which eshineth more and more 
unto the perfect day.” FALKNER, 





For the Sunday-School Times. 
Ebenezer Methodist Episcopal Sunday-School. 


N the edition of the 15th of June, “C. H.” 

inquires for an order of exercises suitable 
for monthly Sunday-school concerts. For the 
past few years, I have been engaged in the 
Sunday-school whose name heads this article, 
and ithas been my pleasure, for I consider it 
a great pleasure, to be engaged in holding 
Sunday-school meetings. 

On the 23d inst., a very interesting meetin 
was held by us. The children were formed 
into line, and marched up stairs, into the main 
body of the church, singing, as they went 
along, one of our beautiful hymns. In the 
space before the pulpit, on taised seats, we 
had the infant schools placed. The exercises 
were as follows: Ist. Singing by the whole 
school; 2d. Prayer by the pastor ; 3d. Singing 
by the school; 4th. Reading of the report of 
the secretary; 5th. Singing by the infant 
school. 6th. An interesting address by the 
pastor, the Rev. P.Coombe. 7th. Collection. 
8th. Singing by the whole school. 9th. Bene- 
diction. From the secretary's report we learn 
that the school, including two Bible classes 
and two infant schools, comprises 537 scholars, 
the average attendance of which is about 300, 
Tbe increase during the past year, after de- 
ducting those who have left, is about 90, 
Fifty-five teachers, including officers, are en- 
gaged in the school. $300 for the missionary 
cause was raised last year. The library com- 





Christian fortitude, took his little book, read 
a chapter, and then knelt, and with clasped | 
hands silently poured out his soul’s petition , 
to him who is ready and willing to hear the | 
faintest sigh. Such an act of Christian hero- } 








prises about 800 volumes, besides two small 
libraries for the infant school. An interest- 


ing account of the deaths of some of their | 


number was also given. The exercises were 
very interesting, and received the app!anse of 


#0ut the room, which tells plainly that the 


to the bed-side, looks for a moment into that 
pale face, then bursts into tears. It is his 
Hear him as he comes from the 


“T could not go to India for myself, but 
I can go for my mother! She shall not know 
of the perils, and in my love for her I will 


Dear reader, it will very often be your duty 
in life to do many thiags which are not plea- 
Shall I tell you to be like that 
young man,.and say, “I can do them for 
I would rather tell you to do 


exercises quarterly. The next one will be 
held about the last of September, when it is 
intended to introduce some new features into 
our exercises. Among other things, an essay, 
written by one of our scholars, may be read. 
The Young Ladies’ Bible class will sing by 
themselves, and short addresses will be de- 
livered by some of our teachers. 
M. W. B. E. 

Philadelphia, June 25, 1861. 





For the Sunday-8chool Times. 
“God's Finger Ponched Him and he Slept.’ 


OR six summers had God lent to us that 
little life, and then, redeeming it from 
sin, he called it into Paradise. 
I-had not known “Our Willie” all his life, 
But coming to me when the early flowers 
were blooming by his mother’s grave, with 
spirits subdued and chastened by his great 
loss, I learned to love the noble boy, who was so 
soon to join that sainted mother, and the Sa- 
viour she had so early taught him to love. If 
there was a member of our family that was a 
more experienced Christian, there was not a 
truer one than Willie. It was his usual custom 
to retire, in the early part of the day, to a 
room by himself, there to commune with 
God in secret. 
He seemed to have a deep sense of thé sin 
of disobedience, and when committed by him, 
the remembrance would fill his childish heart 
with grief, and with quivering lip, he would 
beg to be forgiven, and then, not satisfied, 
would kneel and ask the “blessed Jesus” to 
forgive him also. Enjoying, as he did, the 
sports of childhood with the greatest zest, yet 
be was ever ready to leave them all, to listen 
to the story of the Cross. A little volume, 
“More about Jesus,” was his favorite, and 
though he knew each little story by heart, he 
never seemed to tire of hearing it “once 
more,” and would often say, ‘Auntie, please 
read that right over again.” After reading to 
him, one day about a fortnight before he was 
called home, of the ‘Song the Angels Sing,” 
and the “Harps of the Redeemed,” he looked 
up earnestly in my face, saying, ‘‘Oh I hope I 
shall have one of those harps.” Dear Willie, 
I have often wondered, if even then his spirit 
did not catch a glimpse of the open gate, and 
a sound of the heavenly harmony as the wel- 
coming angels sang: 
“There is a harp in Heaven for thee, Willie, 
With its harmony asleep; 
It is waiting for an angel’s touch, 
For thy dainty fingers’ sweep.” 

One night we had left him in his little bed, 
trusting to the soothing power of sleep to ease 
his pain, when, with a touching earnestness 
which I well remember, he called, “ Please, 
Auntie Carrie, won’t you sing, ‘I want to be 
an angel,’ for me?” I readily complied, and 
as the words of this beautiful hymn rose on 
the air, I could hear his little voice joining in 
the sweet melody, could catch the words, 
“Oh, there I’ll be an angel, and with the 
angels stand.” His prayer—can we call it 
aught else?—was heard. In three short days 
that “little life’ was ended. 


“The pearly gates were opened, 
And glowing seraphs smiled, 
And with their tuneful barp-strings, 
Welcomed the little child.” 
C. A. P. 





For the Sunday-School Times, 


RECORD ONLY THE BRIGHT HOURS, 


N a Spanish sun-dial is written, ‘I mark 
only the bright hours.” This is wise. 
There is more sunshine than shade, more 
bright than dark hours to be remembered. 
The trials and sorrows of life are not sent 
to shroud us in mourning, but for our in- 
struction, and spiritual growth and useful- 
ness. The temper and dispositions of the 
heart, as well as the expansion and capacity 
of the faculties, depend much upon the trials 
and disappointments of life. These are forces 
developing the race. Hence the Christian 
should not murmur and repine at his lot, 
but with confident trust in God’s goodness 
and wisdom, regard every trial, however 
severe, a3 a stepping-stone to usefulness here, 
and brighter joys above. The Christian war- 
fare must be uniformly maintained, and 
waged according to God’s Word, to be suc- 
cessful. The skillful general plgns his battles 
according to military science, and not accord- 
ing to impulses, feelings, and whims of the 
moment. So the consistent soldier of the 
cross, to ensure success, must study the word 
of life diligently and prayerfully, until bis 
soul triumphs, in a living faith and trust in 
Jesus. Dy fficulties will then seem light, and 
fade into vapor as we journey homeward. 
Rochester, N. ¥. J. B. 8. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 
WHAT SHALL I DOP 

66 (\H, what shall I do?” said an impeni- 

tent siuner, when informed by his 
physician that he’could live but a few hours. 
“ Ob, what shall I do?” 
He could do nothing but die. Before the 
morning sun roce on the earth? he was a 
corpse. 
Had he asked the question when in health, 
his minister, or pious friends, could have told 
him what to do, and he would have escaped 
a death-bed of despuir. 
Reader, will you ask now what must I do 
to be saved, and do it; or will you, in de- 
spairing accents, cry out, in a dying hour, 
“ What shall I do?” A. B. 





Gop openeth many hearts with gentle pick- 
locks, while with others he useth the crow- 
bar of terrible judgment.—Spurgeon. 





A areat step is gained when a child bas 
learned that there is no necessary connection 
between liking to do a thing and doing it. 








Txoss that serve God, must serve him with 


ism cannot be lost, but will spring up and! all present. It is contemplated holding these ; all they have. 





For the Sunday-School Times, 


THE SABBATH-SCHOOL CONCERT. 
(No. 1.] 
ITS ORIGAN. 

| Adee before the organization in America 

of any Foreign Missionary Society now in 
existence, the first Monday evening of each 
month was observed, more or less generally, 
in this and other lands, as a season of con- 
certed or united prayer for God’s blessing on 
efforts to diffuse the light of his truth into re- 
gions of heathen darkness. 
At this “Monthly Concert of Prayer for 
Missions,” not only were earnest petitions 
offered to him who promises to be with his 
church in its evangelistic work, “even unto 
the end of the world,” but such intelligence 
was brought forward, from home and foreign 
fields, as tended to quicken faith and provoke 
zeal; exhortation was made to renewed dili- 
gence in fulfilling the parting injunction of 
the Lord Jesus to his disciples, and appro- 
priate songs of Zion were joined in with the 
spirit and with the understanding. It wasa 
precious service, and its value to the miasion- 
ary cause was very great, 
No sooner did the Sabbath-school become 
& permanent agency in this country for bring- 
ing the gospel to the young, than a desire was 
manifested by its friends to secure in some 
way a union of prayer in its’ behalf. In the 
course of discuesion on this subject, it was 
suggested that those interested in Sabbath- 
schools throughout the United States should 
have such a meeting on the second Monday 
of each month, as the supporters of foreign 
missionary work had with reference to their 
cause on the first. This suggestion, as we 
are informed by that well known and valuable 
little work, “The Teacher Taught,” was ren- 
dered practically efficacious through its formal 
recommendation by the Board of Managers of 
the American Sunday-School Union, in Sep- 
tember, 1824. 


ITS GROWTH IN FAVOR, 

In this way came the Monthly Sabbath- 
School Concert. It gained rapidly in the es- 
timation of the Caristian public, and was 
soon widely observed. 

The second annual report of the “ Western 
Sunday-School Union,” for 1827, speaks of 
the value of this season of prayer in various 
counties of New York State, remarking that 
“where it is observed it exerts a happy influ- 
ence both upon teachers and scholars.” 

Mention is made in the fifth annual report 
of the “New Hampshire Sabbath-School 
Union,” for 1829, of the fact that, “it was in 
the Sabbath-School Monthly Corfcert that the 
indications of the late revival in Portsmouth 
appeared.” 

A communication in the “New Jersey Sab- 
bath-School Journal,” for December, 1829, 
from a clergyman of Pennsylvania, gives his 
method of making the Sabbath-School Con- 
cert an interesting service. 

In the eighth annual report of the “Con- 
necticut Sabbath-School Union,” for 1831-2, 
it is stated that in 56 of 172 schools noted, 
“the Sabbath-School Monthly Concert is ob- 
served on the second Monday of every month.” 

The “Sabbath-School Record,” an organ of 
the Connecticut Union, contains in its issue 
for September, 1832, a letter to be read atthe 
Concert for that month, in which it is sug- 
gested that the occasion is similarly observed 
in England, Scotland and Ireland, France 
and Germany, along the Mediterranean, and 
at missionary stations of India, Ceylon and 
the Sandwich Islands, as well as throughout 
America, 

Thus much may be said of the early his- 
tory of the Sabbath School Monthly Concert. 

H. C. T. 





For the Sunday-School Times, 
ANOTHER TESTIMONY. 
EAR TIMES: I was much interested in 

the account of a recent visit to a Sun- 
day-school in Waterford, Conn., by the inde- 
fatigable Gleaner. I wish to bear testimony 
to the facts stated in the letter, as I am one 
of the witnesses to the mighty revolution 
brought about through the instrumentality of 
that school. 
The Hon. Henry P. Haven, of New London, 
opened this stream of benevolence, which has 
been flowing as quietly and as peacefully ag 
the streamlet known as Jordan Brook has 
flowed through the green meadows in the 
vicinity. When the writer, a half century 
ago, was accustomed to catch the speckled 
trout, he little thought that it would ever be 
his privilege to catch men. At that time 
there was hardly a more hopeless place to be 
found. Very few children ever attended 
church, and in fact there were none that cared 
for their souls. Sabbath-schools were not 
known then, even in cities, and therefore they 
were not to be expected in the country. 
The generations were thus growing up, 
when our brother Haven was divinely direct- 
ed to this hitherto neglected spot, when he 
began a good work, which the Lord hag 
blessed as be always does bless those who 
labor for his name. 
I wish that this superintendent, who has 
been in charge for a quarter of a century, 
would give through the “ Sunday-School 
Times,” the results of the Lord’s gracious 
dealings with this model country echool. I 
cannot but think that it would encourage 
other large-hearted Sunday-school men to 
follow in the same way, to find locations 
within a few miles of large cities, which 
places are generally most neglected, and by 
punctual attendance and the blessing of God, 
entirely change the state of things, ag in this 
instance. The writer has occasionally had 
the privilege of speaking encouraging words 
to this school, and never goes there without 
exclaiming, what hath God wrought! 


Rochester, N. ¥. XIX Century. 





Derm every day of your life a leaf in your 





history. 
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RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY is entirely excluded 

from this paper. The Sunday-School Times does 
not even reply to its own assailants. Its only answer to 
attacks. is to labor more industriously to make @ paper, 
which shal) be worthy of the patronage of warm hearted, 
working Christians, and which shall breathe throughout 
the spirit of meekness and love. 


OUR PREMIUMS. 

















I. 
MULLER’S LIFE OF TRUST. 


“OQne of the most extraordinary 
books of the present century.” Price 
$1.25, 

We will give a copy of this work to any one who will 
send us the namcs of 2 new subscribers with the cash 


.) 
N. B.—If the book is to be sent by mail, 24 cents in 
stamps must be enclosed to prepay the postage. 


Il. 
LIPP.NCOTT’S UNIVERSAL PRONOUNCING 
GAZETTEER. 


The most complete work of the 
kind ever published in any language, 
CONTAINS MORE MATTER THAN “ WEB- 

SfER’S UNABRIDGED.” Price $6. 

We will give a copy of this work to any one who will 
send us the names of 7 new subscribers, with the cash 
(87). 

TIL 
WEBSTER’S UNABRIDGED QUARTO 
DICTIONARY, NEW PICTORIAL 
EDITION, Price $6.50, 


We will give ac py of this w rk to any one who will 
send us the names of 8 ne. subs-rilers, with the cash 
($8). 

IV. 


MAP OF ANCIENT JERUSALEM, 


Alarge and splendid work, 5: feet 
by 8 , mounted and colored in beau- 
tiful style, 


WITH OUTLINE MAP AND KRY. 


The best work ever published for giving to a 
school or a class a correct idea of ancient 
Jerusalem and the sacred places adjacent. 
Price $10. 

We will give a copy of this exceedingly valuable work 


to any one who will send us the names of 12 new sub- 
soribers, with the cash ($12). 





CAUTION. 

w@ It is indisy to the obtaining of a premiam, 
that the money sent should be at or near par in Phila- 
delphia. 

&@ Before beginning to canvass for any of the larger 
premiums, be sure to write to us and obtain the neces- 
sary documents and instructions. These will help you 
greatly in prosecuting the work, and will save you many 
mistakes. Enclose 6 cents in stamps to pay postage. 

Address, 

PROPRIETORS OF THE SUNDAY-ScHOOL TIMES, 
148 South Fourth street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


> —_— 





As this number of our paper will be seen 
by many persous who do not take it regular- 
ly, we ought to state that the large space 
given to the Report of the Massachusetts 
Convention prevents our giving the usual 
variety. Among the matters laid over are 
another London Letter, a Letter from the 
Holy Land, another uf the Baghdad Letters, 
a Report of the Illinois State Convention, 
articles from Dr. Todd, Mr. Abbott, Dr. Crane, 
&c., besides the Youth’s Column, Miscellane- 
ous, Literary, Ministers and Churchee, Scien- 
tific, &. 





We begin this week the publication of an 
important series of articles on “ Sabbath- 
School Concerts.” The author proposes to 
discuss this subject thoroughly, though brief- 
ly. After giving their history, and object, he 
will explain with some particularity the most 
approved modes of conducting them. 





Exrra copies of the present number may be 
had of N. P. Kemp, 141 Washington street, 
Boston, at $2 a hundred, or for 3 cents each, 
postage included; also of G. S. Scofield, 599 
Broadway, New York, and at this office, 148 
South Fourth street, Poiladelphia. 











Lsr no one fail to read the admirable essay 
of Dr. Murdock, which is contained in our re- 
port of the Massachusetts Convention. ‘ It is 
& most valuable document. 





We have received for Chloe Lankton, $5 
from Mra. W. B., Philadelphia, 


_—_ 


Music for Sabbath-Schools. 

O much of the vitality cf a Sabbath-school 
depends upon the singing, that we are not 
surprised at the interest awakened by even an 
incidental mention of the subject. One of the 
points on which there is no little diversity of 
opinion is the propriety of adapting popular 
melodies to sacred uses. A correspondent, 
Mr. 0. Henry, of St. Louis, sends us the fol- 

lowing earnest protest against the practice : 
“We mast do something about the words 
and music to be used in Sunday-schools, or 
they will destroy all the good we can do in 
Our texching. The plea is, ‘We must have 
tunes that are attractive,’ ‘Young America 
don’t relish your old fogy tunes, ‘We want 
Something lively, something that will create 
an interest.’ Now, the good men, the good 
teachers, the good superintendents, that use 
such language, are doubtless honest in what 
they Say. But have they looked at the sub 
ject? have they thought about it? They 


would see at once where we were straying if ; 


Some one should say, ‘The Bible is too old, 
too ary for the nineteenth ceutury—we must 
introduce readiugs from Robinson Crusoe, 
from Shakspeare,’ But you say, the B ble is 
Suitable, is adapted to all times, to all places. 
So is the psalmody of good old Watts, and 
of the Wesleys, and many more. The gulf 
between sacred and secular music is just as 
Wide us between the Bible and Shakspeare, 
aad unless we keep this fact before our eyes, 
we may be sure the devil will not trouble 
himself ‘about our Sunday-schools, for his 
Cause is safe just so long as we sing the tunes, 
‘Coming thro’ the Rye,’ ‘Lily Dale,’ ‘ Prairie 
Flower,’ and many more that are worse. We 
profess to be training the children for the 


But what can they do with the tunes they are 
now learning ? And what is worse, when will 
they leave the wrong and cleave to the right? 
I hope this subject will interest the contribu- 
tors to the Sunday-School Times. Letus hear 
from you.” 

We do not deny that our correspondent has 
some ground for his protest. There isan ex- 
treme on that side of the question, which we 
should carefully avoid. Of the music books 
which are now in favor in our schools, there 
is one at least that has run this whole thing 
into the ground. Many of its selections are 
only fit for a book of negro minstrelsy. Low 
street songs, linked in the popular ear with 
the most debasing associations, are made the 
basis of song for the Sabbath-school. This is 
clearly wrong. But there is an error in the 
opposite extreme. There isa certain dolorous, 
sanctimonious style of singing, equally repul- 
sive to children and to grown folks. We be- 
lieve in decorum, in our music, as in every 
other part of worship. But there is such a 
thing as being too straight laced. Some peo- 
ple stand so straight, they bend backward. 
Any style of music for public worship, which 
does not take the popular ear, and which does 
notlead the people generally to join in the sing- 
ing, is defective. Our greatest reformers, in all 
ages, have been of this opinion. One of them, 
Luther we believe, said that the devilought not 
to have all the good music, and accordingly ap- 
propriated without scruple any first rate tune he 
could find, no matter what ita origin. Calvin 
did the same in Geneva. Most of the tunes and 
psalms which Calvin adopted in the Geneva 
worship, originated with Clement Marot, a 
fashionable gallant of the Court of Francis 
I., where they had been sung as madrigals 
and love songs by fine ladies and by boys in 
the streefs. So with the Wesleys. If, indeed, 
our correspondent, will look into the history 
of this matter, he will find that there is hard- 
ly a tune of world wide celebrity in the 
church, that did not originate in quite ano- 
ther camp. Tunes as venerable and sacred as 
Old Hundred have been adapted and adopted 
from fashionable operas. “Brattle Street” 
and “Tivoli” are from Sonatas by Haydn. 
That sweet air to which Mrs. Dana’s beautiful 
words, “I’m a Stranger and I’m a Pilgrim,” 
are wedded in immortal verse, is taken from 
an Italian opera. So of countless other in- 
stances. 

Song, be it remembered, is the native ex- 
pression for gladness. The pious heart may, 
indeed, express grief, sorrow, penitence, and 
other sad emotions, by song as well as by 
words or sighs. Butin no way can one 60 

well and so fitly express the emotion of holy 

joy, as in the language of sacred song. Reli- 

gion is the spring of our highest joy, and in 

our hymns and tunes for the service of song, 

those of a glad and joyful nature should large- 

ly predominate, as they do in the Psalms of 
David. We dishonor our Master, and hurt’ 
his cause, when we give a forbidding and re- 

pulsive aspect to his service. Let the children, 

then, learn to shout their hosannas and swell 

the loud glad chorus of hallelujah, in notes 

suited to their years, even though those notes 

may have been used for a less worthy purpose. 





Prayer-Meeting Record. 
[Prepared for the Sunday-School Times.] 
Sansom Street, PHILADELPHIA. 

HE usual degree of interest has been main- 
A tained in the meeting during the week. On 
one day the brethren were called to thanksgiving 
over a case of answered prayer; and several inte- 
resting cases have as usual been presented to be 
prayed for. A teacher who had been encouraged 
on the Sabbath to hope that a beloved pupil had 
been awakened to inquiry, hastened on the fol- 
lowind day to lay the case before the meeting, 
praying that the Spirit of God would deepen the 
work in the young heart, and lead another pre- 
cious soul to Jesus. 

The death of a little Sabbath scholar in one of 
our city schools was related to strengthen the 
teacher’s heart. The pastor who spoke of it had 
no doubt that young as she was, a girl of only 
twelve years, she had learned the way of salva- 
tion, She gave very satisfactory evidence to alli 
who gathered around her dying bed, that God had 
renewed her heart even while in the tender years 


of childhood, On the night she died, early in the 
evening, she called her mother to her side, and 


said, “ Mother, I shall die to-night, but I am not 
afraid, for I love Jesus. Will you give me some 
bread and some water, mother?” They gave her 
bread and water and she said, “I have asked 
for this that I may commune with my Saviour. 
I shall soon be with him in heaven.” It was a 
child’s idea—but inspired by the Holy Ghost, as 


only those can be, who by faith inherit the pro- 


mise. Consider how young a child may truly 


understand spiritual things, and receive the king.. 
dom of God. Parents and teachers, your young 
charges, though not twelve years old, may give 
glorious evidence of being born of God. 


In the course of the week an earnest appeal 


was made in behalf of Armstrong, a young man 
in our prison, convicted of the murder of a fellow- 
being, and soon to suffer the extreme penalty of 


the law. The occasion was improved in a way to 





rebuke severely the parative indiff 


manifested by Christians at the condition of’ 
sinners already condemned and daily exposed to 
the tion of the sent of the divine law. 
A stranger presented a request for prayer, in 
behalf of the good work going on among the re- 
giments of soldiers in their different camps. He 
had witnessed the cheering sight of a prayer- 
meeting of several hundreds on the grounds of 
the Catholic College at Georgetown, District of 
Columbia, which for the first time had ever been 
consecrated by acts of simple apostolic wor- 
ship. At the cloze of a service with the Scotch 
Highlanders, one young man, deeply moved, fol 
lowed the speaker to the gate, and anxiously in- 
quired the way of life. His early days had boen 
re-called. His pious home, his godly father, who 
had instilled the gospel truths in the good old- 
fashioned style of his fathers on Scotland’s hills, 
were all brought before him as the man of God 
spoke ef Jesus. The young man could not think 
of going on in his godless life, and with deep 
emotion asked the aid of Christians, that he 
might be a useful man, a follower of Jesus. 

The work ‘of evangelizing the army, which is 
growing to iderable and impor- 
tance as an agency of the Lord, is upheld by the 
frequent prayers of faith that ascend daily at the 
noon altar. 

Intelligence was gladly received from a good bro- 
ther, who remarked, in presenting it to the meeting, 
that whatever the political relations might be of 
those who constitute the family of God, there is 
one bond of friendship and of union, Jesus Christ, 
our common Saviour. He had only the day be- 
fore received a letter from a minister of the gos- 
pel in one of the Southern States, saying that to 
& company of guards originally composed en- 
tirely of pious young men, there were recently 
added a few who were not professors of religion, 
That company of guards, said he, was ina battle, 
the fight at Bethel Church, and exposed to the 





Sena, 








church, to be preparing them to take our places. 


fre of mucketry and grape shot for three or 


four hours. Not one of them was harmed, and 
three of the young men who were not professors 
of religion were converted by the Spirit of God 
during that battle. The speaker added that this 
company held a prayer-meeting every day ; and 
the pastor, his correspondent, believes that their 
prayers were answered, oven in the tumult and 
turmoil of that field of strife. God works in a 
mysterious way to perform the miracles of his 
grace. 

On the 28th of June, special reference was made 
to the state of the country, in view of the day of 
fasting and prayer appointed by the New School 
Branch of the Presbyterian church. The brethren 
appropriated the burden, and eloquently offered 
it, on the arms of Christian faith and love, to the 
God of the church and of nations. One earnest 
appeal was made to the brethren, just to leave the 
whole matter of our country’s trial in the hands 
of God, assured that his gracious designs towards 
us as a people, will be accomplished according to 
the good pleasure of his will; that God’s pur- 
poses were better than man’s, and would, when 
brought out, effect his glory and the best good of 
his believing children. 

Good news was brought from the village of 
Downingtown, Pennsylvania, where a series of 
special meetings had been started and sustained 
by a few Christians. A theological student from 
Princeton had been invited to preach there during 
the vacation, about a month, and every evening a 
prayer-meeting of half an hour was held before 
the preaching. Nine anxious inquirers presented 
themselves on a recent Thursday evening. 

Prayer was offered, giving thanks for the en- 
couragement received, and supplicating a con- 
tinuance and an increase of the work of the Lord. 

Furtton Strert, New York. 

The New York Observer says of the meeting: 
We are now in the midst of the dullest part of the 
season, when fewest strangers are in the city, and 
when great multitudes have left or are leaving 
for the army and other places. We miss from 
the prayer. meeting many familiar faces. We are 
told that these same faces may be seen regularly 
at the prayer-meetings held on the camp grounds, 
The meeting, however, is constantly as full and 
interesting as usual, and there are still cases of 
conviction and conversion in connection with the 
meeting. 

Among the answers to prayer recorded is the 
case of a young man who stated that he had asked 
prayer sometime since in his own behalf, and now 
he believes he loves the Saviour. He asked the 
prayers of Christians. He first came to the meet- 
ing at the invitation of a friend. 

Another cheering statement was made by a 
Bible-class teacher of Brooklyn. In the last 
week of May he had asked prayer in behalf of the 
class, and on the next day he found one ofthe young 
ladies concerned for her soul. He told her that 
she and all the members of the class had been 
made the subjects of prayer the day before in the 
Fulton street prayer-meeting. This seemed to 
have a great effect upon her. She was moved to 
earnest prayer in her own behalf. The next day, 
Sabbath, she spent much of the time in prayer, 
and in reading of the Bible. The same evening 
she believes she was enabled to give herself away 
to Jesus Christ. Now, said the speaker, I am 
here to ask you to give thanks to God for his 
great mercy, and solicit the continuance of your 
prayers. 

The testimony of a little boy as given in the 
meeting is reported by the New York Sun. He 
was only twelve years old, and yet he arose in the 
back part of the room and asked prayer for bis 
two brothers. He himself had given his heart to 
Jesus, and said he had great comfort in religion, 
and now he felt greatly for these two brothers. 
He asked in childlike confidence the prayers of 
adult and aged Christians assembled. 

Two individuals were in the meeting and both 
were awakened, and both were saying, “ Pray for 
me.” They were there for the first time, and they 
came because they were in spiritual trouble. Both 
came with the determination of asking for the 
prayers of the meeting. They wished to know 
what they should do to be saved. 

A speaker related an affecting circumstance of 
a young man, his friend, who was on a dying bed, 
and out of Christ. Most affecting and startling 
appeals were made to the dying youth to look to 
Jesus, but his last words were, “It is too late!” 
The spiritual condition of many of the New 
York and other regiments now at the seat of war 
are constantly and with some regularity reported 
to the Fulton street meeting. The instances in 
which God is blessing the labors of pious chaplains 
and soldiers are becoming too numerous to record 
in a brief account of the meeting. Even Wilson’s 
regiment, notoriously immoral, had a few pious 
men in it, and a small prayer-meeting had been 
established, though it met with much opposition 
from some of the officers and men. 

A clergyman read a letter a littlo while since, 
stating that twenty men in one regiment had been 
converted, Prayer was asked for a New Hamp- 
shire regiment, for the fourth Maine regiment, and 
the Rhode Island regiment, in which wore many 
pious men. In the first named, the Colonel is a 
pious man, also the Lieut. Colonel, and most of 
the captains of companies. As they were passing 
through the city, the chaplain sent a request for 
prayer to the Fulton street meeting. A clergyman 
inquired of one soldier in the Maine regiment, as 
they were passing through New York, if he knew 
anything about the number of Christians in the 
regiment, and he replied : “‘ When I’m at home I 
am a superintendent of a Sabbath-school of 300 
scholars, and I know from personal inquiries that 
we have more than one-third of the soldiers in the 
regiment on the side of the Lord.” 

The chaplain of the second regiment, Vermont 
volunteers, made some exceedingly interesting 
statements concerning his comrades. He stated 
that the men were mostly young, virtuous, intelli- 
gent, and trustworthy—gathered from the pious, 
happy homes among the green hills of their pat- 
riotic state. In a regimental prayer-meeting, one 
of the higher officers of the regiment was not 
ashamed to let it be known that he was anxious 
about his salvation. 

The Rev. Mr. Jones, of the Mariners’ church, 
gave cheering accounts of the good work among 
sailors. He had lately received letters from the 
Pblockading squadron now in the midst of the war. 
There is much religious feeling on board our ships 
of war. On many of them a daily prayer-meeting 
is maintained. 


CORRESPONOBNGE. 


NEW YORK, June 28, 1861. 
Hartem Raitroap Scenery — My Native 
Town—First Sunpay ScwHooL, AnD Excrt- 
Lent SuPeRINTENDENT—Wao Stitt Lives— 
TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION, AND Drs. DeWitt, 
Rogers AND GANSE—MISSION SCHOOL AND 
Excursions—Tas Rock, A New Book. 
AM just in from a delightful trip up on 
the Harlem railroada hundred miles. This 
is my favorite ride. The scenery is so fine and 
the prospect in many places is so inviting, that I 
often wonder that western travelers do not more 
frequently take this route to Albany. The cars 
are superior, the time of runnivg is exact and 
about the same time as on the Hudson River rail- 
road, connecting at Albany west. I have occa- 
sionally recommended my friends to take this 
road, and they have always thauked me for it. 
A divergence of only two or three miles from a 
point on the line of the road took me to the plea- 








sant town of S——, Conn. This is my native 


town. Forty years ago I was first led into the | 
Sunday-school in this place. I shall always be | 
grateful for it, inasmuch as my earliest associa- 
tions of the Sunday-school are all of the most de- 
lightful kind. It was a pleasant place. The es- 
teemed superintendent always looked down kindly 
and lovingly on the children, and when he spoke, 
his eyes, his whole countenance, and winning 
voice impressed us children, I think even at 
this late day, that I have scarcely ever heard any 
one speak so well to children as he used to do. 
He was very interesting, very plain and clear, 
very instructive, and had a rare knack of ex- 
plaining Scripture most delightfully. He was be- 
sides an accomplished gentleman and a graceful 
speaker. He was also of the richest family in 
those parts, and of the highest social position— 
the son of a Governor. So long ago as that he 
had imbibed “ the Sunday-school idea” most per- 
fectly. It absorbed his whole being, and no per- 
son in the tewn of S——, after his example, ever 
conceived the thought that the Sunday- school 
was not @ great and glorious institution. Have I 
not cause for gratitude that my childhood days 
were cast under the shadow of so excellent a man, 
forasmuch as I was convinced that he was as 
holy as he was giftedand good? It does me good 
once in the year to visit that place, and recall 
those scenes of my boyhood, and particularly to 
call every year and see in the quiet rooms of an 
ancient and venerable mansion an aged man, 
who is still the same Sunday-school superinten- 
dent; and he loves his scholars, and his school, 
and the cause with an enthusiasm which forty 
years of continued service have only served to 
chasten and refine, but not to abate. He has 
Sunday-school children in the active service in 
almost every State in the Union, and his returns 
from them are like a fountain of life to his aged 
years. Oh, that our best Christians would re- 
member that no investment of personal service 
yields so rich a revenue, “after many days,” as 
the Sabbath-school, if the service is only hearty 
and sincere. 

The Reformed Dutch Teachers’ Association was 
held in the 23d street church on Monday evening 
last. It was well attended, and when I add that 
we were favored with words of encouragement 
and counsel from such Sunday-school pastors as 
the Rev. Dr. DeWitt, the Rev. Dr. Ganse, and the 
Rey. Dr. Rogers, ef Bound Brook, N. J., you 
may conclude the meeting was an interesting one. 
Dr. DeWitt said he sometimes thought the practi- 
cal workmen of the Sunday-school came nearer 
than the clergy. He alsospoke of the promise of 
God to “pour out his Spirit upon our offspring” 
in these latter days, adding that it was his im- 
pression that it required more discipline to bring 
truth to children than ordinary preaching. 

The Rev. Mr. Payson gave a stirring account 
of the progress of the Sunday-school and mission 
work in Third avenue. He spoke of the en- 
larging of an infant class to 300, the organization 
of amission church with 82 members, 45 of whom 
have come in from the Sunday-school during the 
last six months, of their prayer-meetings, with 150 
present, and the triumphant deaths of some of the 
youthful Christians—triumphs of grace through 
the Sunday-school. 

Our schools are now, in small numbers com- 
paratively, passing through the dangerous and 
illegitimate practice of Sunday-school excursions, 
May the good Lord graciously preserve them from 
the baneful influences to which they are expesed. 

I have during the week enjoyed the privilege 
of reading a new work by the American Sunday- 
School Union, entitled “The Rock.” At first it 
seemed to be rather heavy; but I soon became 
very much interested and instructed with it. It 
is altogether a unique book. To the thoughtful 
youth it is almost indispensable. The train of 
thought is very clear and unusual, while the neat, 
apt illustrations are gems indeed. I am not in- 
formed who is the author; but it ought to have 
an extensive reading from those who are above 
the age of children. The Rev. Dr. Boardman 
gives it a good introduction, as from the pen of a 
Sabbath-school laborer of much experience. 

Crepo. 





HARTFORD, June 29, 1861. 
East Canaan AND NorrotK—Sappata-ScHoon 

InFLuUENCcE—AN APPRECIATED LipRAaRY—Pro 

GRESS IN BARKHAMSTED— MIDDLESEX AND 

FairFieLpD Countigs—Two New Scnoots. 

IIE State Missionary was last Sabbath fore- 
noon in the Congregational church at East 
Canaan, and in the afternoon and evening at Nor 
folk, in Litchfield county. At five o’clock, he vi- 
sited a pleasant little branch or neighborhood 
school, organized about a year since on Canaan 
mountain, in the last named town, which is kept 
up, with one or two similar schools in other dis 
tricts, by friends from the Norfolk church, where 
the missionary spirit seems to be quite aroused. 
The Sabbath-school is a power in Norfolk. It 
attracts to the sanctuary the children of many who 
have not found their places in the houge of God, 
and the books from its library are said to consti- 
tute by far the greater portion of the reading of 
the entire community. Norfolk is a good speci- 
men of the better class of New England hill 
towns. The congregatton at the old church in 
the centre is very large, the attendance of young 
people being especially gratifying. 

Reference was made last autumn in the Sunday- 
School Times to the great change already wrought 
in the church at Barkhamsted Hill, in Litchfield 
county, by the blessing of God on the untiring la 
bors of the Rev. Mr. Eiliott, who had been for 
some time supplying the pulpit there. Since then, 
continued progress in that church has been made 
under the same ministry, and the condition of its 
affairs is prosperous and encouraging. The Sab- 
bath-school has been continued uninterruptedly. 
Its influence is extending to non-church going 
families, and its numbers are largely increased. 
Adult classes are being formed in it from thecon- 
gregation, and its younger members are greatly 
interested in searching the Scriptures for answers 
to questions propounded by their good friend, the 
pastor. The prayer meetings, instead of being 
cold and formal, are a source of profit and delight 
to those who attendthem. God’s Spirit has been 
there to revive the church, and to secure to it ad- 
ditions. The house of worship is no longer a dis- 
mal and dilapidated building, but a neat and at- 
tractive edifice, well finished and furnished, with 
trees newly planted before it, and a substantial 
fence about it. 

The Middlesex county secretary was last Sab- 
bath morning at the Millington Congregational 
eburch, in East Haddam. In the afternoon he 
secured the organization of a Sabbath school at 
Leesville, in the same town, which has been for 
some time planned. 

The Fairfield county secretary continues his vi- 
sitation of various parts of the field assigned him. 
On the 16th inst., he was at the Methodist Epis- 
cepal and Congregational churches of Stanwich, 
and at the Methodist Protesiant church at North 
Cvscob. Last Sabbath he was at the Methodist 
Episcopal and Methvdist Protestant churches of 
Vista, just over the line in Now York State. 
Towards evening, he organized a Sabbath-school 
at West Mountain, in the town of Ridgefield, 
where he has been long desirous of starting one. 

It was commenced, at length, under very favora- 
ble auspices. Some forty scholars were pledged, 
good officers and teachers appointed, and ar- 
rangements made for occasioual preaching from 
the Episcopal, Congregational, and Methodist 
pastors of Ridgefield. 

During the past two weeks, Mr. Diossy has 
been again at the Belden’s Hill and Nod districts, 
in the town of Wilton, and in other neighbor- 








hoods where he originated schools a year or more 
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ago. In all these places he finds hopeful pro- 
gress being made, and he is confident that in 


Sabbath school interests there has been much | 


gained throughout the country within a year. 
CLEANER. 





ALLEGHENY, Pa., June 27, 1861. 
EAR TIMES: I find that my query respecting | 
singing was notstated with suflivient clearness. 
Allow me therefore to explain that the practice I 
alluded to was not that of ocoupying one session | 
of the Sabbath, either “occasionally” or “‘month- | 
ly,” in singing, as recommended by L. P. N, but 
taking up one whole session regularly every Sab- 
bath in doing so. Should the aim of the Sabbath- 
school be to amuse the scholars by si:ging? or to 
be instrumental in leading them to Christ? 
A TREACHER. 





Current Events. 


Domestic Summary.—Dates to the Ist of July. 

The prominent event of the week has been the 
arrest of George P. Kane, Marshal of Police of 
the city of Baltimore, on the charge of aiding and 
abetting the treason against the United States 
government. The following are the main facts 
in the case: 

Major-General Nathaniel P. Banks, who is io 
command of the Department of Annapolis, ha- 
ving issued his order for the arrest, a military 
force of several companies of Maryland and 
Pennsylvania troops proceeded at 3 o’click, 
A. M., of the 27th of June, to the residence 
of Officer Kane, and presented their authority 
from General Banks for his immediate arrest 
and conveyance to Fort McHleory. Marshal 
Kane obeyed the summons without resistance, 
and owing to the lateness of the hour no dis- 
turbance occurred by the way. it 10 o’clock on 
the same morning Colonel John R. Kenly, of the 
First Maryland regiment, proceeded to the office 
of Mayor Brown, and exhibited his appointment 
by General Banks as Provost Marshal of Balti- 
more in place of Marshal Kane, and his authority 
to take charge of the Police Department of the 
city. The mayor immediately accompanied him 
to the office of the Police Commissioners. It is 
understood that the Commissioners surrendered 
their authority under protest, declining to recog 
nize the authority of General Banks. After the 
interview Colonel Kenly proceeded to the « fiice of 
Marshal Kane and took charge of bis department. 
The affair has created much talk, but no outbreak 
has occurred. A search was made at the marshal’s 
office and a considera’*le quantity of arms and 
ammupition was found. Provost Marshal Kenly 
at once actively engaged in his new duties, swear 
ing in a new police force and appointing captains 
in all the districts. The old police furce was to be 
retained as far as possible, but the action of the 
Police Commissioners thwarted this design and 
caused a large part of the.old force to be dis- 
banded. 

At 2 o’clock, Monday morning, July 1, Gen. 
Banks, by orders from Head Quarters, arrested 
and sent to Fort McHenry all the members of the 
late Board of Police of Baltimore, viz, Charles 
Howard, Wm. Gatchell, Charles Hinks, and Jobo 
W. Davis, assigning as a reason that the head 
quarters of the Pulice Board were found to re- 
semble a concealed arsenal, that the Board re- 
fused to recognize the authority of the new Mar- 
shal Henley, and obstructed its exercise, and that 
they continued to hold subject to their order the 
old police force, a large number of armed men, for 
some purpose not known to the Government avd 
inconsistent with its peace and security. Gen. 
Banks at, the same time posted detachments of 
artillery and infantry at Monument Square, Ex- 
change Place, and various other parts of the city. 

On the afternoon of the 27th of June a serious 
affair took place at Mathias Poiut, about forty 
miles below Washington, and a few miles below 
Aquia Creek, on the Virginia side of the Potomac 
river. Captain James H. Ward, of the United 
States steamer Freeborn, while attempting to 
cover the landing of a small Federal force at the 
Point, for the purpose of erecting a battery, and 
sileneing the fire of the enemy from the river 
bank, was shot dead while manuing a gun on his 
own vessel. The Union forces, before expected 
reinforcements had reached them, were compelled 
to retreat on shipboard from the fire of the enemy 
who were about 1,000 strong. Seven of the Fe- 
deral force were seriously wounded. 

On tne 26th of June, thirteen mounted pickets 
of Col. Wallac.’s regiment of Indiana volunteers, 
while scouting from Cumberland, Maryland, in 
the direction of Romney, Virginia, were over- 
taken by a force of 41 Confederate horsemen. The 
13 Indiana scouts at once charged on the Confe- 
derate troops and routed them, driving them back 
more than a mile, killing eight of them and taking 
seventeen horses. The Federal forces then halted 
about an hour. The enemy, in the meantime, 
having been reinforced, charged suddenly upon 
the 13 Indiana troops, and compelled them to 
scatter. The latter abandoned their horses, both 
their own and thoze captured, and retreated safely 
within their own lines. But one of their num 
ber was killed. Col. Wallace, in his official re- 
port, states that 23 of the enemy, two of whom 
were officers, were killed by his men. He useg 
the following language: ‘‘ The report of the skir- 
mish sounds like a fiction, but it is not exagge- 
rated. The fight was really the mist desperate 
one on record, and abounds with instances of 
wonderful daring and coulness.” 

In Missouri, great activity ia the mustering of 
home guards into the United States service is 
going on. General Lyon is still at Booneville, 
though preparing for an advance. It is reported 
that hundreds of Secessionist Missourians are con- 
centrating on the Arkansas border, where they 
receive arms furnished by the South, and where 
they expect to be juined by troops from Tennes- 
see and Arkansas. 

Toe Western Virginia Convention closed its 
sessions on the 25ch of June, to reassemble on the 
first Tuesday in August. The new legislature 
was to assemble on the Ist of July. Tae United 
States government having begun reguiar official 
intercourse with Governor Pierpont, by commu- 
nicating to him the new apportionment of Vir- 
ginia for the 38th Congress, has virtually recog- 
nized the P: ovisional government instituted by the 
Wheeling Convention. 

In Maryland, on the 24th of June, aresolution 
requiring the Governor to return the State arms to 








the military companies frem whom they were re- | 
covered, finally passed the levislature. On the | 
25th the body adjourned to mect at Frederick on | 
the 30th of July. H 
Great destruction of railroad property took H 
piace at Martinsburg, Virginia, under the orders | 
of General Johuston, of the Confederate army, | 
lately occupying Harper’s Ferry. Over 40 loco- | 
motives of the largest and best class, and several 
old and less valuabie ones were destroyed, besides 
over 360 freight and 5 passenger cars. The pro- ! 
perty belonged to the Baltimore and Obio Rail- | 
road Company and was valued at $2,000,000. \ 
A serious riot occurred at Milwaukee on the 24°h | 
of June, arising out of the action of the city | 
banks who threw out the bills ef a number of the 
State banks. The military were called out and 
the mob was dispersed without loss of life. Fifty 
of the rioters were arrested and Jodged in jail. 
Colonel Robert Anderson has been raised to 
the office of Brigadier General, and ‘Tennessee has 
been included in the district under bis command. 


The General is now recruiting his health at Cres- | 
Son, on the Alleghany Mounta.ns. | 
Professor Henry Coppée, o1 the University of 


| 
| 
| 
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Pennsylvania, formerly of West Point, has been 
appointed [nepector General for the Fifteen Re- 
serve Regiments of Pennsylvania volunteers. 

Bishop Polk, of Louisiana, has been appointed 
Brigadier General in the Svuthern army, and as- 
signed to the command of the lower Mivsissippi. 

General James Watson Webb, the new Minister 
to Brazil, has selected the Rev. J.C Fletcher, of 
Newbury port, the author of “ Brazil and the Bra- 
zilians,” for his 8. cretary of Legation. 

C.lo el John Charles Fremont has arrived at 
Washington from Europe. 

Senator James H. Lane has received a commis- 
sion as Brigadier. general. 

Richard Hildreth, of New York, has beqn ap- 
pointed Consul to Trieste, and Charles S Oxzden, 
of Philadelphia, Consul-General to British India, 

The General Assembly of the Old School Pres- 
byterian church observed Monday, the lst of 
July, as a day of humiliation and prayer for the 
country. 

For a week past the work of paying off the sol- 
diers of the Federal army has been energetically 
carried on. 

Merhhers of the 38th Congress continue to ar- 
rive daily at Washington. There is much cau- 
cussing for the speakership and the clerkship. 

Tue New York Courier and Enquirer has been 
merged into the New York World. 





Foreron Summary.—Liverpool dates to the 
20th of June. 

Great Britain —In the House of Commons, 
on the 14th, Mr. Gregory moved the appointment 
of a select committee to inquire into the circum- 
stances attending the termination of the Galway 
contr-ct, which was agreed to, 

The departure of the Great Eastern had been 
postponed till the 26th. 

The House of Commons bad rejected the bill for 
the abolition of church rates by the casting vote 
of the Speaker. 

Sir Henry Bulwer is dangerously ill. 

The rumor in regard to Queen Victoria’s in- 
sanity gains ground. 

An influential meeting has been held at Lord 
Brougham’s house in relation to the suppression 
of the slave trade. 

The Times, in an editorial on American affairs, 
asserts that the British public have given much 
sympathy to the Federal cause, more than the 
United States ever gave to the cause of British 
sovereignty and union in any of its trials. 

Sixteen gun vessels have been ordered immedi- 
ately te join the squadron about to be despatched 
to the North American coast. 

The weather in Eigland was quite hot. All 
the crops were making rapid progress, and bread- 
stuffs were declining in all the markets. 

France —M. Thouvenel had addressed acourte- 
ous letter to the Turin Cabinet, expressing the 
deepest regret at the death of Count Cavour. The 
silence of the French Legislature on the subject 
attracted considerable attention. 

The recognition of Italy by France is near at 
hand, and will be hastened by Cavour’s death. 

The Journal des Debats publishes an article to 
the effect that if Austria crosses the Mincio, 
France must inevitably recommence the war in- 
terrupted the war in 1859. 

Iraty.—The new ministry, formed by Baron 
Ricasoli, has taken the oath of allegiance. The 
Baron, in announcing its formation, said that the 
policy of the new cabinet would be the same as 
that of Cavour. 

The Liberals at Rome have adopted a sign of 
mourning for Cavour. 

Toe Pope was seriously ill. 

Spain will observe a strict neutrality in Ameri- 
can affairs. 

West [xpres —Five important towns in the in- 
terior of St. Domingo have been fortified, and it is 
said that the people will, with the assistance of 
the Huytiens, resist the domination of the Span- 
ish authorities. Vessels, troops and munitions 
of war have been sent from Havana to reinforce 
the Spanish armaments now at St. Domingo. 


| College Record. 


Tue Potyrtecanic CoLuece, Philadelphia, held 
its Annual Commencement on the evening of the 
27th of June. The graduating class nymbered 
fourteen. The degrees were conferred by Gov. 
Curtin. Addresses were delivered by Dr. Ken- 
nedy, Hon. Wm. Strong, and Ex-Governor Pol- 
lock. 


Cotuusra Cottece, N. Y.—The one bundred 
and seventh Annual Com t of Columbi 
College, New York city, was held on the 26th of 
June, the Hon. Charles King, LL. D., President, 
in the chair. The graduating class numbered 
thirty-six. Among the honorary appointments 
we notice the following :—Valedictory by Harry 
A. Schermerhorn; Latin Salutatory, by Wm. A. 
Rice; Greek Salutatory, by Frederick White- 
house; German Salutatory by Albert McNulty, 
Jr; English Salutatory by Samuel B. Ward; 
Master’s Oration, by the Rev. Henry C. Kinney, 
A. B ; other speeches by Wm. H. Caswell, Luis 
P. Walton, Edward Mitchell, Wm M. Van Wage- 
nen, Erastus B Rudd, E. Walter West, Jos. M. Tur- 
ner, R. W. Howes, Jr., and George Lansing Taylor. 
The Latin and German Salutatories were not deli- 
vered, those two gentlemen having joined the army. 
The honorary degree of LL. D. was conferred 
upon Abraham Lincoln, President of the United 
States, and upon Messrs. John Anthon and Alex. 
W. Bradford, counsellors-at-law; that of D. D., on 
the Rev. Charles Bancroft, one of the canons of 
the Cathedral of Montreal and an alumnus of the 
College; the Rev. J. 8. H. Mason Kaox, a minis- 
ter of the Dutch Reformed church, Germantown, 
Pa., and an alumnus of the College; the Rev. 
Sullivan Weston, assistant minister of Trinity 
church, N. Y.; the Rev. S. Chipman Thrall, rec- 
tor of Trinity church, San Francisco, Cal.; the 
Rey. Edward N. Mead, of Sing Sing, Westchester 
county, N. Y., and an alumous of the College; the 
Rev. Joseph C. Passmore, Professor of Rhetoric 
and [atellectual Philosophy, St. James College, 
Maryland. 











Tue Cottece or New Jersey, Princeton, 
N. J.—This venerable institution, founded in 
1747, held its 113th Annual Commeneement on 
the 26th of June. Toe graduatiag class num- 
bered eighty-six, seventy-one of whom presented 
themselves tor their diplomas. Jobn R Emery 
delivered the Latin Salutatory, John A, Winebre- 
ner the Greek Salutatory, Edw. G. Read the Eng- 
lish Silutatory, Charles D. Kellogg the Belles- 
Lettres Oration, Alfred B. Baker the Pailosophical 
Oration, David J. Atwater the Ciuassical Oration, 
and Thomas MsGowan the Valedictory. Mr. J. 
Howard Wurts, who was to have delivered the 
Master’s Oration, was prevented by sickness. 
The address betore the literary societies on the 
morning of the 25th was delivered by Prof. J. W. 
Cattell, of Lafayette College, Pa. The Honorary 
Orations before the junivr class in the evening 
were assigoed to J. Cochran, Wm. Baldwin, Aug. 
Mac Donald, James Wycoff, James C. mfort, D. 
Henderson, B. S. Morehouse, and Charles W. 
Nassau. 


Trinity CotLeG2, Hartrorp, Conn.—The 
commencement exeycises began on Tuesday, the 
25:h of Juoe, and ended, with with the commence- 
ment proper, on Thursday, the 27th. The Rev. 
Mr. Harwood, of New Haven, delivered an oration 
before the literary sovieties, followed by a poem 
by the Rev. Edwin E. Johnson. The annual ora- 
tion before the House of Sunvocation was delivered 
on the afternoon of the 26ch, by the Rev. A. G. 
Cummins, 








— 




















OE 





eee... 





cf] 

Baptist Taxorocican Institute, Newrox i 
Centre, Mass.—The thirty-sixth anniversary of 
this institution was held on Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday, the 25th and 26th of June. On Tuesday, 
the Rev. Dr. T. D. Anderson, of Roxbury, Mass., 
delivered the annual address to the Alumni, and 
in the evening of the same day, addresses were 
also made before the Alumni by the Rev. Baron | 
Stow, the Rev. Jonathan Aldrich, and others. | 
The graduating class, numbering eleven, held 
their exercises on the 26th, 

Troy University, Troy, N. Y.—The annual 
commencement exercises began on Sunday, the 
16th of June, with a sermon by the Rev. Dr. Dur- 
bin, both morning and evening. The speakers at 
the Junior Exhibition, on Monday evening, were 


THE REY. DR. BOARDMAN’S HYMN BOOK. 
First Ldition Exhausted in Two Weeks. 
THIRD EDITION NOW READY. 

A SELECTION OF HYMNS. designed as a supplement 
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FROM THE PREFACE. 
Nearly twenty years have elapsed since the publica- 


tion of the book of “ Psalms and Hymns” now in gene- 
ral use in our church. Within this period the hymnolo- 


Messrs. Coxe, Danker, Copp, Bromfield, Briggs, | sy of the church has been enriched by numerous original 


contributions of great merit, and by copious translations 


and Harrower. Prof. E. Emerson delivered his | from the devotional poetry of other languages. Many 
inaugural on Taesday evening. The exercises of the old Greek and Latin hymns are now for the first 


were luded on Wed 





time” made accessible to the English reader; and he is 


day evening, the 19th | ,amitted into that great storehouse of German hymnolo- 


of June, by the delivery of the annual oration | gy, the wealth of which is perhaps without a parallel. 


The feeling has come to be very prevalent, that these 


before the literary societies, by President Allen; | treasures should be brought within the reach of the 


of Girard College, Philadelphia. 
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American churches. Of this we have decisive evidence 
in the new collections of hymns prepared for the Congre- 
gational, the Protestant Episcopal, the Lutheran, and 
other denominations. The same demand exists in our 
own communion; and is more likely to increase than 
diminish, since it has the sympathy of many prominent 
pastors and laymen in various parts of the church. 

In the feeling here referred to, the present volume had 


Tae Hon. Wm. Lucius Storrs, Chief Justice of | its origin. Afier much deliberation it was decided to 
Connecticut, died at Hartford, on the 25th of | Srspge the work as « “Supplement” to our “Church 


Tune, aged 66 years. He was admitted to the bar 
in New York city in 1817. Soon afterwards he 
returned to his native village, Middletown, Conn., 
where he continued in the practice of his profes- 
sion until 1840. He was then elected an asso- 
ciate judge of the Supreme Court of Errors. He 
was several times a member of the State Legisla- 
ture, and twice a member of Congress. He was 
elected Chief Justice in 1857, which position he 
occupied until his death. 

Tue Rev. Patrick Bronte, father of Charlotte 
Bronte, the authoress, died at Haworth Parsonage, 
England, on the 7th of June, aged 84 years. 

Hon. Wm. S. Ciawson, of the Supreme Court, 

presiding judge of the first judicial district of New 
Jersey, died on the 17th of June, at his residence 
in Salem. ‘ 

Mrs. Nancy Stewart died at Georgetown, Lan- 
caster county, Pa., on the 2ist of June, aged one 
hundred and six years. 
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Schvol Union in New England. 
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JENKINS’S 


VEST-POCKET LEXICON, 


AN ENGLISH DICTIONARY OF 
ALL EXCEPT FAMILIAR WORDS. 


Including the Principal Scientific and Technical Terms, 
and Foreign Moneys. Weights and Measures ; also the 
Common Latin and French Phrases of Two and Three 
Words, &c., &c. 

8. AUSTIN ALLIBONE, author of the Dictionary of 
Authors, says: 

“T consider Jenkins’s Vest-Pocket Lexicsn one of the 
Most important and useful publications of this day of 
educational and readers’ manuals.” 

563 pages, 64mo., bound in embossed leather with gilt 
edges. About three inches long, and less than three- 
quarters of an inch thick. Price 50 cents. 

Sent by mail postpaid under 3.0.0 miles on reeeipt of 
53 cents in money or postage stamps. 

jel-2m J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., 

Nos, 22 and 24 North Fourth st., Philadelphia. 





READY, 
Bradbury’s New Sunday-Schoo! Singing Book, 
THE GOLDEN CHAIN. 
Price $12 per tiundred, cash. 
IVISON, PHINNEY & CO, NEW YORK. 
4a Send postage stamps for a specimen copy to 
jez9-4t W. B. BRADBURY, No. 421 Broome st. 





JUST PUBLISHED, ° 
A new and complete CACTALUGUE OF THE BOOKS 
AND OTHER PUBLICALCIONS OF THE AMERICAN 
SUNDAY-sCHOOL UNION, with an aiphabetical index 
of titles &c,&c 36 pp. 4to " 
- Copies may be had gratuitously on (post paid) applica- 
jon to 


THE AMERICAN SUND\Y-SCHOOL UNION, 


No. 1122 Cugstnor Street, PHiLaDeLPnmia, 
No. 599 Broapway, New York. 





je29-3t No, 141 Wasuineton STREET, Boston. 


Book.” The hymns in our book, therefore, are excluded, 
with a single exception. 


FOR FAMILY WORSHIP. 
In the present volume, a large space has been allotted 
to hymns suited to Fumily Worship; not larger, how- 
ever, it is believed, than is demanded by the growing 


disposition to combine praise with the reading of the 


Scriptures and prayer, at the domestic altar. 


FOR SCHOOLS. 

These hymns it will be seen, on examination, are also 
appropriate to Boarding and Day Schools, which open 
or close the day with sacred song. 

FOR PRIVATE DEVOTION. 

Under the head of Private Devotion, there will be 
found a choice variety of hymns adapted to the closet; 
many of which, as being of irregular, or unusual 
metres, are designed for reading only. 


SOURCES OF THIS COLLECTION. 

Of the sources which have supplied the materials for 
the present collection, it is proper to say, that these five 
hundred hymns have been winnowed out of several 
thousand, scattered through an indefinite variety of 
hymn books, and other publications. Several of them 
appear now in a hymn book for the first time. 

DESIGN OF THE WORK. 

In the preparation of this volume, the compiler has 
had a special eye to the wants of his own pulpit and 
people. He is not without the hope that it may prove 
an acceptable offering to some ether congregations, and 
to private Christians. 

«*» A copy will be sent by mail, post-paid, on receipt 
of the price. 

Published by 

WILLIAM 8. & ALFRED MARTIEN, 
606 CHESTNUT Street, 


july6-3teow Philadelphia. 





AMERICAN SCHOOL INSTITUTE, 


ESTABLISHED 1855, 
To supply families and schools with the best Teachers ; 
To aid Teachers to suitable appointments; 
To buy and sell school properties ; 
To sell books and every kind of school merchandize at 
large disceunts from retail prices. 
*,* Any book sent by mail prepaid for publisher’s price. 
Aa@- For complete Prospectus, address, with stamp, 
G. S. WOODMAN & COMPANY, 
25 South Sixth street, Philadelphia. 
596 Broadway, New York. 


BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 


FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
IN PHILADELPHIA, 


MISS MARY E.TIROPP has a Select School for young 
ladies at 1924 Spruce street, Philadelphia. Circulars. 
containing full particulars, may be obtained on applica 


tion at the school, by letter or otherwise, or by applying 


to the Editor of this paper. ap20-ly 
MISS HALE’S 
SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
DAY SCHOLARS AND BOARDERS, 
At her residence, 1826 Rittenhouse Square, Philadel- 
phia. Circulars containing full particulars may be had 


on application at the school, by letter or otherwise, or by 
applying to the Editor of this paper. my1ll-6m 








Chestnut Street Female Seminary, 
Miss BONNEY and Miss DILLAYE will re-open theii 
BOARDING and DAY-SCHOOL, WEDNESDAY, Septem- 


ber 11, at 1615 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. Circulars 
containing fall particulars may be had on applicetion at 
the school, by letter or otherwise, or by applying to the 


Editor of this paper. jel5-4m 





THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHO': UNION, 


Was organized more than THIRTY years ago, aud has in 
view 


TWO GREAT OBJECTS. 


First and chiefly, the collecting together for moral and 
religious instruetion on the Lord’s day, those children 


and youth who would not otherwise be likely to receive 


it. Such insiruction to be 


Gratuitous, Elementary and Unsectarian. 


In this service missionaries are employed, at an average 
of $1 per day, and the result of their labors in th: 
year 1860, was the organization of 1,363 Sunday-school» 
containing 9,283 teachers, and 57,076 scholara. In addi 
tion to this, over 3,700 schools have been aided by the 
missionaries of the Society. Millions of children aud 


youth in the United States are yet to be gathered into 


schools. 

Second. When such schools are organized they are tc 
be supplied with cheap text books, and when the taste 
for reading is formed, a CHEAP LIBRARY is found to be 
very important, not only to the children, but to the 
family and neighborhood. To prepare and supply these 
as nearly at cost as possible, is the second object of tie 
American Sunday-School Union. Donations may be 
applied to either the 


hiissionary Work or the Book Supply 


as the donors choose. But schools wi!l not be organized 
without missionary !&bor, and missionary labor cannot 
be had without paying for it. 

Who will hélp to give SCHOOLS to DESTITUTE 
CHILDREN? 

Contributions for this work are earnestly solicited 
They may be sent to 

LEVI KNOWLES, Treasurer, 
1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 

Or they may be left at either of the Society’s Depositories 


HYMN AND TUNE BOOKS. 


UNION HYMNS; or Hymns for Sabbath-Schools, 
Bible-Classes, Teachers’ Meetings, Anniversaries, &c. 
The arrangement embraces thirty-five general titles, 
placed on the top of each page, with an index of sub- 
jects. The subject also of each hymn is especially d+ 
signated by atitle. The volume contains 546 hymns. 
In boards, with leather backs. Each, 10 cents. 

NEW SUNDAY-SCHOOL HYMN-BOOK, paper. Price, 
$5.00 per hundred 





THE PENNY HYMN-BOOK, for Infant-schoolsa, 834 
* 


pages, (48 hymne,) $1.00. per kunodred 


THE SUNDAY S°SHOOL CHILD'S HYMN-BOOK, con- 


taining fifty-eight of the most popular Union Hymna, 
so arranged and nuv bered, that both books may be 
used in tue same school. 


This is a complete hymn-book, with table of first 


lines. &c., and in new Sunday-schools will answer all 
the purposes of a larger and more expensive book. 
32 pages, 32mo. Price, $1.00 per hundred * 


THE POCKET HYMN-BOOK, 36 pages, 18mo. Price, 


€3.00 per hundred. 


NEW UNION AYMNS; or, Hymns for Sabbath-schools, 


Bible Classes, Teachers’ Meetings. Anniversaries, {c. 
529 hymas, new selection. Each, 10 cents.* 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL HYMNS. A new selection of nearly 


400 bymnsa, designed especially for Sunday-school use, 
cheap torm. Each, 10 cents, 


SAME, with Psalms, fine paper. Kach. 15 cents. 
UNION PRAYER-MEETING HYMNS. 


Price of the 
old edition. in paper covers, 5 cents; boarda, 10c nts; 
muslin, 15 cents. Price «f the new edition, extra mus- 
lin, 18mo., large type. 30 cents each 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL HYMN BOOK 


A_ new collection of Hymus designed for Sanday- 
schools, and prepared by a committer of pastors aod 
superintendents in New York Price, $10 per 100 ;* sin- 
gle copies, 12 cents. 


THE PENNY PSALM BOOK; Containing a selection 


from the Psalms of David in th Scotch version; 
suitable for Sabbath-schools. Price $1 per hundred * 
PRAYER-MEETING TUNE BOOK. Adapted to the 
wants of prayer meetings, Sunday-schuols and the 
f:mily circle. Muslin, 25 cents. 


THE HYMN-BOUK AND THE TUNE-BOOK are also 


bound together for the conv-nience of those who prefer 
them so. Price, in muslin, 50 cents. 


THE UNION MINSTREL, for the use of Sabbath- 


schools and Juvenile Classes. By Thomas Hastings. 
72 pages, 18mo, each 5 cents. 


PUBLISHED BY 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SHOOL UNION, 


No. 1122 Cuestnut Street, PHILADELPHIA. 
No. 599 Broapway, New York. 
141 WasHINGTUN STREET, BoxTON. 
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JUST PUBLISHED. 


BY ©. COLLINS, Jn. 
A NEW COLLECTION OF 


HYMNS, TUNES, AND CHORUSES 
FOR 
SABBATH-SCHOOLS 


for Anniversary, Festival occasions, Juvenile Concerts, 
etc. We have no doubt that many of the melodies an 


neral favorites. The ‘ Hosanna” is worthy the atten- 
tion of Sabbath-schools, handsomely printed, and very 
low in price. 


receipt o' 15 cents in postage stamps; or bound in 
boards, 25 cents; in handsome cloth, 30cents. Price per 
hundred, $10, in paper covers; bound, $16; and 
bound ia embossed cloth, and gilt. 

J. W. BRADLEY, Publisher, 


mayl8-6m No. 66 North FOURTH Street, Phila’da. 





NEW YORE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL DEPOSITORY. 


School Union has been Removep from No. 875 Broad 
way, to ” 
No. 599 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 
OPPOSITE THE METROPOLITAN HOTEL. 
A full assortment of Sunday-school Books always on 
hand. at the lowest prices. G. 8. SOOFIELD, 
june22-tf 599 Broadway, N. Y. 


BELLS. 
CAST STEEL BELLS, 


FOR CHURCHES, 
ACADEMIES, 
FIRE ALARMS, 
FACTORIES, &c., &0 


These bells have now an established reputation, some 
thousands of them having been sold in this country and 
in Europe during the past five years. 

This material possesses great strength and elasticity, 
and the bells made from it are found to be unsurpassed 
in beauty of tone, combining sweetness with power in @ 
remarkable degree. 

In their cost there is an average saving of forty per 
cent., as compared with that of other first class bells. 

Each Bell is warranted for one year, and if it should 
break after that time, half price will be allowed in ex 
change for a new bell. During an experience of severa) 

ears, they have been found proof again® the severest 
Hoste of Canada and Russia. 
CHIMES of any dimensions cast to order with great 





accuracy. 

For Prices, Terms, and Circulars, with Testimonials, 
address NAYLOR & OO., 

99 JonNn stREET, New York. | 520 ComMERCE STREET, 

80 STATE STREET, BosTON. PHILADELPHIA. 

ap 63m 


THE MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 





94 BROADWAY. 
F. RATCHFORD STARR, Agent, 
400 WALNUT STREET, PHILA 


equitably divided among the assured. 


Receipts for the year ending 3lst January, 1861 
$1,589,575 75. 


of Dollars. 


Deferred Premiums (estimated) 
Premiums in course of transmission, 


THE CHILDREN’S HOSANNA. 


Of every Christian denomination in all parts of the land. 
The hymns are strictly evaigelical, aud many of them 15 cents. 
original. The work also contains a variety of set pieces 


corresponding choruses will, in a short time, become 


Specimen copies, paper covers, sent by mail, upon the 


FREDERICK 8. WINSTON, President. 


The business of this Company is conducted on thr 
mutual principle, in the strictest sense of the term—the 
entire surplus, deducting necessary expenses alone, being 


135,000 00 
33.132 3& | 9p20-ly 


| FOR THE SOLDIER. 


“Decidedly the best little book for the pocket of the 
soldier is the ‘SOLDIER'S FRIEND,’ prepared by the 
Rev John W Datles. Texts, meditations, hints. hymna, 
the Lord’s Prayer. the Cre-d, &c.. all compactly put to- 
gether within a flexi‘ le cover, Let every soldier be sup- 
plied with it "—The Ind-pendent 

“ Not only a must admirible book, bnt just the book 
for the vecasion ”—Sunday-School Times. 
“One of these little bok should be placed in the 
hands of every soldier in onr army "—N. F Evangelist 
Price 15 cents. $12 per hundred. Sent by mail for 
CHARLES &. LUCHER 


jel5-tf 1334 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 





To Superiatealsats of Sunday-Schools, 


ROCK DALE . 
PIC-NIC GROUND. 


This beautiful and romantic place is situated about 11 
miles from Philadelphia, near the line of the Norristown 
troad. 

It overlooks the maguificent valley of the Schuylkill, 
and embraces nearly one hundred acres of majestic 
woodland, dutted here «nd there with huge rocks, 
There are several springs constantly issuing forth 
clear, bright, sparkling water. 

It is about being fitted ap in a handsome style, for the 
acco modation of Suuday schools avd other parties. 
When sufficiently known this mast become the most 


The New York Depository of the American Sunday- popolar excarsion ground, as it combines so net! - 
ind 


vantages. besides being free from avnoyance of any 
Arrangements for Sunday schools, and other parties 
may be made by calling at the TICKKT OFFIC#, 
NINTH and GREEN Streets. my25-2m 





CORRESPONDENOE 


or 


THE AMERICAN SONDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


Communicativns relating to the Publications of the 
Society, and the Editorial Department generally, shoule 
be addressed to 


FREDERICK A. PACKARD, Editor, 
No. 1122 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 
Letters containiug orders for Books or Periodicals, o1 
relating to the busiucss transactions of the Society 
should be addressed to 
ALEXANDER KIRKPATRICK, 
Superintendent of Depositories, 
No. 1122 Chestout st eet, Philadelphia. 
Letters containing money, whether intended for the 
Missi yor the Busi Department, should be ad- 
dressed to LEVI KNOWLES, 
Treasnrer of the Ameriean San tay-School Union, 
No. 1122 Chestnut street, Philadelphia 
Communications relating in any way to the Missionar: 
Departinent should be addressed to the Secretary of 
Missions, M. A. WURTS 
No. 1122 Chestunt Street, Philadelphia. 








ORIO: THE HYMNS. 
262 Pages. 13 cents. 


ORIOLA: 


A COMPLETE 
HYMN AND TUNE BOOK FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 
BY WM. B BRADBURY. 

1 Vol., 16mo. 256 Pages. 37} cts. 

It contains nearly two hundred Tunes, over fifty o! 
which were NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED. Among these 
glorious melodies may & named, “ Heaven is my Home,” 
“Shout the Tidinys of Salvation,” © Kind Wards are 
never Lost,” “ Beautiful Zum.” * A Saviour ever Near.” 
“ In the Silent Mutnight Witches,” “ The Happy Sabbath 
School.” © The School Gathering” “O That Beautiful 
World,” “ The Bright Crown.” etc Brsides these, the 
book contains most of the popular Sabbath-sch ol melo- 
dies of the present day, aud between 300 and 400 choice 
hymns, nearly one-half of which are admirably adapted 
for social prayer-meetings. and are indexed so as to be 
readily found. Many churches use the book interchange 
ably in Sunday-school and prayer-meetings, 

The children’s songs are such as they can understand, 
appreciate, and enjoy; such as they will love to sing, 
both in the 8unday-school and at home. 

This work coutains one-third more matter for the 











Assets Over Seven and a Quarter Millions | money than any of the author's books at a similar price 


Between fifty and one hundred thousand copies have 
been sold already ! 


26 No other book can approach it in adaptation to 
Cash on hand andin Bank, — $120,050 39 nap can app iP 
Bonds and Mortgages, 6,421,879 12 the agp td Sunday-schools. 
United States Stocks 387.232 60 4 A liberal disconnt tor quantities. , 
Real Estate. . 40,239 13 A copy will besent by mail for examination for twelve 
Due from Agents, 20.455 60 letter stamps. MOORK, WILSTACH, KEYS, & CO 

“4 , Hs 989,856 74 Publishers 25 We«t Fourth street, Cincianati. 
Add Interest accrued, but not yet due, 80. 6 BROWN & TAGGARD. Boston. 


E H BUTLER & CO.. Philadelphia. 
IVISON. PHINNEY, & ©O., New York. 





Gross Assets, February 1, 1861, 
most other Companies. 


C mpsny in the United States. 
furnished free of expense on application, by letter o1 
otherwise to 
F. RATCHFORD STARR, Agent, 
mh 6-tf 400 Watnat Street, Philadelphia, 





OF HARTFORD, CONN. 
E. A. BUDK ELEY, President. 
SIMEON L. LOOMIS, Vice President. 
T. P. ENDERS, Secretary. 
Application for insurance may be made to the office « 


throughout the United States. janb5-ly 


$7,237,989 1 
Rates of premium lower, and profits greater than in 


Tue PRopoRTION OF CASH ASSETS to the amount a! 
risk is greater than that of any other Life Insurance 


Pamphlets and every requisite information will be 


ALTNA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Hartford, or to any of its agents in the principal towns 


MASSACHUSETTS 


SABBATH-SCHOOL CONVENTION. 
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[Continued from Fourth Page.| 

M. H. SARGENT, of Somerville, spoke of the picture 
of a brazen serpent, and an obstacle placed between a 
bitten sick womin and the serpent. Teachers them- 
selves were often obstacles between the scholar and the 
cross, They should stand out of the way, if they would 
have their scholars saved. He did not believe that God 
would allow one single soul to be lost, if teachers were 
faithful. 

Tne Rev. Mr. HEALEY, of Walpole, said the qualifi- 
cations for a successful Sabbath-school teacher were 
similar to those needed for a succes-fal minister. The 
great aim should be to bring souls to Christ. The essay 





AMERICAN 


COMPANY’S BUILDINGS, 


PHIEADELPHIA. 
Authorized Capital, $500,000—Paid-up Capital, $260,001 


rates ofother good Companies—with profits to the assur 


rates, 20 per cent. less than above, 
RB Total abstinence rates the lowest in the world. 
This Company has FIRST MORTGAGES, REA 


ments, as well as the CAPITAL STOCK. for the securit 


ALEXANDER WHILLDIN, President. 
SAML. WORK, Vice President. 
TRUSTEES. 

John C. Farr, 
Jno.Anspach, Jr.,Saml. T. Bodine, George Nugent, 
John Aikman, Jonas Bowman, Alb. C. Roberts, 
Wm. J. Howard, H. H. Eldridge. 

JOHN 8. WILSON, Treasurer. 

JOHN C. SIMS, Secretary feb 9-ly 


LIFE INSURANCE AND TRUST CO., 


Southeast Corner of Walnut and Fourth Sts. 


Policies of Life Insurance issued at the asual mutue 


ed—(last bonus, January, 1861, being 43 per cent. of al 
premiums received on mutual policies,) or at joint stock 


ESTATE, GROUND RENTS, and other first class invest 


of those doing business in this well established Company 


J. Edgar Thomson, R.H.Townsend,M.D 


ist had spoken his views precisely. Great results should 
be expected every time the teacher came before the class. 
fle spoke of visising some person in Lawrence, who 
asked to be excused, while in his company, because she 
must meet her scholars in a prayer-meeting. This was 
the kind of devotion needed. 

A verse or two of ‘All bail the power of Jesus’ name” 
was then sung by the whole congregation with fine effect. 

The Rev. E.G. LIUTLE, of Middleboro’, said the teacher 
should have confidence in God and in his word. He 
should believe that every word of truth he utters God 
would biess. He should know of the love of Christ from 
afall and rich experience in his own soul, and then he 
could successfully tewh others. He should, as did 
, | Christ, illustrate truth, and have the whole kingdom of 
nature at his command. 
’ B. W. WILLIAMS, of Boston, said the teacher should 
not be afraid of making his work a specialty. The 
thought, what can I du for my clase? should be a cen- 
stant burden upon bis soul. He should teach not froma 
seuse of duty only, but from the love of it, and those only 
would have much success who did really love their work, 
Various tacts were given in illustration of this point. 

ZEBULON PRATT, of Middleboro’, said the heart 
must be in the work. The teacher should be in earnest and 
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INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF THE 


STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


OFFICE NOS. 4 AND 5 EXCHANGE BUILDING, 


Dock Streets 
PHILADELPHIA, 


INCORPORATED [IN 1794. 
Charter Perpetual. 


CAPITAL, $200,000, 


All of whicb is paid ip and securely invested. 
Properties of the Company, Febrnary, 1, 1861 
CASH VALUE, $507,094.61. 


Marine, Inland Transportation, 
AND 
FIRE INSURANCE. 


DIRECTORS, 


Hexry D. SHeRRERD, 

Simkon Tosy, 

CHARLES MACALESTER, 

Wituiam 8. Smits, 

Joun B. Bopp, 

WILUAM RK. WHITE, 

Grorse H Snare, | 
HENRY D. SHERRERD, President 

WILLIAM FARPER, Secretary mar? 


|SAMUEL GRANT, JR., 
|Topias WaGner, 
Tuomas B Warrson, 
Henry G. Freeman, 
Cuartes 8. Lewis, 
Groner ©. Carson. 
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PENN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
bo, 921 CHESTNUT STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 
CHARTER PERPETUAL. 
All the Profits Divided Among the Insured. 


Insure lives for short terms or for the whole term of 
life; grant annuities and end» wments; purchase life in- 
terests iu real estate, and make al! ontracte depending 
on the contingencies of life. 
They act as »xecutors, ad 
tees and guardians. 


ASSETS OF THE COMPANY, January 1, 1861. 

Mo tygages, ground rents, real estate, $322,981 97 
United States stocks, Treasury notes. loans 
of State of Pennsylvania, city of Philadel- 
phia, &c., 

Premium notes. loans on collaterals. &., 
Penn-yivania, North Pennsylvania Rail- 
roads. and county six per cent. bonda, 
Bank, insarance, railroad, canal stocks, &€., 
Cash on hand, agents’ balances, &c., &., 





rators, assig: , trus- 


268.795 34 
237,694 58 


104,802 60 
97 647 49 
BR.20K 14 


$1,071,128 02 
DANIEL L. MILLER, President. 
SAML. EB. STOKES, Vice Pres’t. 





Joun W. Horwor, Secretary. novat-ly 


North Side of Walnut Street, hetween Third an 


say, with tears in his eyes, “O, my boys, I wish you 
would become Christians.” Tears often did, under G 1d, 
the work. As men in business could not expect a for- 
tune without work, so the pious teacher could not ex- 
pect success without hurd labor. There was wonderfal 
power, too, in kind words and in ordinary politeness. 

JOHN C. OSGOOD, of Silem, said the teacher should 
feel that there was no success until every scholar had 
become converted to God. He alluded to those who made 
it their duty to see their scholars often, and who, in the 
morning, could not enjoy anything uutN they had seen 
them. 

The Rev. Mr. RAW, of Switzerland, spoke of the ne- 
cessity of illustratiog Scripture truth to children by good 
pictures. The teacher was in danger, like the suldiers in 
the war, of aimiug too high. He shou!d not be afraid to 
stoop to teach his scholars, and should be very careful to 
come dowu to their comprehension. 

JOUN L DOTY, of Boston, called upon any who taught 
in the school from @ mere sense of duty to leaveit. He 
spoke of order as a very necessary qualification for the 
teacher. He could do nothing without it, for it was 
heaven’s first law. 

On mot-on of the Rev. Mr. CHICK, of Grafton, it was 
voted to limit speakers to five minutes. 

The Rev. J. C. FLETCHER, of Brazil, was, however, 
made an exception tothis rule He was going to Brazil, 
and did not expect, for the next four years, to look upon 
such an audience as that before him In 1855 he was the 
instrument in founding the first Sabbath-school in that 
country. He dwelt much upon the necessity of placiag 
in youthfal hands the right kind of books. He thanked 
God for the art of printing. In alluding to the Rev. Mr. 
Raw, he said he remembered well the first address he, 
Mr. F,, made in a foreign tongue in the valleys of the 
Waldenses, smoaug those heroic Christiane. His beart 
was where his vocal orgaus onght to have been. He 
was thankfal that though he conid not sp-ak an uukoown 
language. he eould circulate the printed page. For a few 
cents, one could send ateacher to the heathen in the 
shape ofa tract. He had seen the teacher in Brazil lead 
alittle child to the cross of Chrst. Books with good 
hymus were very desirable, Brazil, with her eight mil- 
lions of pe »ple, was stretching out her hands for the gos- 
pel. About two thousand books had been given him in 
Providence for his mission. He asked, how many would, 


of a tract or book to Brazil. 
The Rev. E. K. FULLER, of Providence, spoke of the | 


lars. 

W C. CHAPIN, of Lawrence, could not subscribe to | 

the doctrine that a teacher should always have uncon- ' 

verted persons in their class, and not those who were 

, pious. He believel ia leading Cnristians ia a higher 
way of hol ness. Ani ia order to do this, the teacher 
woust hime<lf have a clear perception of what that way 





was. He knew of one teacher who could not explain to 
his class what it was to be a Christian. He would have 
teachers so devoted that it should be said of them as it 
had been said of others, that it would not be safe to be in 
their classes, lest they, the scholars, should be converted. 
IRAH CHASE, Jr.,of Roxbury, related some very in- 
teresting facts, and among them one of a scholar who 
Joved her te cher with a deep and abiding affection, be 
cause she had been the means of leading her to Obrist. 
He spoke of the importance of punctuality, and said he 
had heard ofa new definition of the word, viz: tobe in 
the Sunday-school five minutes before the time to com- 
mence. 
On motion of N. P. KEMP, it was voted that a com- 
mitt-e of five be appointed to represent the Convention 
in the State meeting to be held in Bioghampton, N. Yo 
on the 20th of August 
After a few remarks by Deacon KING, of Providence, 
the discussion was brought to a close. The benediction t 
was pronounced by the Rev. Mr. NEVIN, and the Con- 
venton adjuurned to Friday morning at 9 o’clock. 





Second Day. 
MORNING SESSION. 


HE morning session of Friday was commenced with 
singing the hymn, “I love thy kingdom, Lord.’’ 
After which, prayer was offered by the Rev. B. G. NOR- 
THROP, of Sazonville. 
The CHATR app inted the following named gentlemen 
as delegates to attend the Convention at Binghampton: 
Measrs. N. P. KEMP, W. ©. CHAPIN, CHARLES D. 
@ /ULD, HENRY HOYT and J. RUSSELL BRADFORD. 
On motion of J. R. BRADFORD, strangers were invited 
to participate in the proceedings of the meeting. 
The Kev. J. C. FLETCHER, of Brazil, was then invited 
to address the meeting, and give a more minute account 
of religious matters in that country than he had doneon 
Thursday. His remarks were listened to with deep 
interest. and thongh not specially connected with the 
object of the mesting, yet they were instractive. 
The next question, “ The qualifications and duties of 
superintendents,” was discussed. Speakers were limited 
to five minutes. 
N. P KEMP said, a superintendent should never wear 
sqnexking boots in the school-room. He should move about 
the classes softly. He would pass by ninety-nine duties, 
and speak of one or two. He should be always in his 
room fifteen minutes before the time of commencing. 
He should not read more than fifteen verses of Scrip- 
ture. aud the opening prayer should not exceed three 
minutes in length, and the person praying should pray 
for Gou’s blessing upon the school, and not ramble all 
over the world. He must be a reservoir, into which 
scholars and teachers could pour all their griefs and sor- 
rows. He should be always good-natured, and alwaysin 
gvod spirits. 
ROBERT SHERMAN, of Pawtucket, said it was the 
first meeting of the kind he had ever attended, and his 
heart had been filled) He had been in the harness but a 
f-w yeurs, yet he had enlisted for life. He didn’t be- 
lieve in volunteers for three month# 
The Rev. Mr. PATTEN, of Billerica. said the element 
of hope was necessary in any department of Christian 
labor. He gave an account of a revival in his church, 
and stid there had been sixty conversions, and that 
three-fourths of them were from the Sabbath school. 
The Rev. Mr. BURNS, of Boston, spoke of the qualifi 
cations of ministers fur their work. 
The Rev. Mr. HOMER, of Marblehead, liked the Rev. 
Dr. Tyng’s idea, that there should be a perfect connec- 
tion between the pastorate and superintendent. The 
pastor should really be the superintendent. He is always 
supposed ty have the necessary qualifications to super 
intend. He is competent to instruct teachers, and may 
do much to prepare them for their work, 
J. R. BAADPORD, of Jamaica Ptain, did not agree 
with the last spsaker, a3 to the necessity of intellectual 
endowments for the teachers. In alluding to superin- 
tendents, he said every one should be well qualified to 
lead a soul to Christ without having to go to the pastor. 
He believed that superintendents should possess true 
piety. The life of the school was, under God, in his care. 
While he should be kind hearted he should have a will 
of hisown. He should be sure that Christ ruled in his 
own heart by love, and he should be respected by all. 

IRAH CUASK, Jc., of Rorbury, said that it it seemed to 
him that a General Scott was wanted in every schovl, to 
see that every officer and every teacher did his duty. 
He should have perfect command of bis school, and 
should be a man of much prayer. 

B. W. WILLIAMS, of Boston, said that some superin- 
tendents failed of success, because their teachers would 
not aliow them to be at the head of the school. If the 
teachers had confidence enough in a man to elect him to 
the office, they should give him the reins, and allow him 
to be captain of hisachool. At the end of the year they 
could elect another man, if they chose to do so. 





love which teachers should have for the suuls ofthe scho- H 


The Kev. Mr. JENNY, of New Bedford, said the su- 
perinteadent should be a man of faith and prayer. 

The Rev. B. G. NOKTILKOP, of Suxonville, thought if 
teachers cguld not enter the school as a privilege, they 
should asaduty. If every regiment raised for the war 
shoud go simply because they loved their country, he 
was afraid some would not go. 

Mr. J. F.C. UYDE, of Newton, said that Satan had a great 
many masked batteries, and it should be the aim te take 
them. There should be no surprises along the way. A 
superintendent should know all about the enemies of his 
Master. 

The Rev. J. M. CHICK, of Grafton, said the superin- 
tendent should be careful aud see that the whole truth 
was taught in his school. If the devil tad one masked 
battery more formidsble than another, it was that which 
aimed tv keep back the truth. 

The Rev. W. C. WHL{COMB. of Lynnjield, said a super- 
iutendent might have al! other qualifications, yet he 
would fail of success if he did not love young children. 

The Rev. E. Y. GARRET LE, of Midbury, thought it very 
desirable that a superintendsut should be able to sing. 
He kuew of a school that had heen increased from one 
hundred to two hundred and twenty-five, by introducing 
singing. The children were taught to sing one hour 
every Saturday afternoon. 

M. H SARGENT, of Somerviile, said the superintend- 
ent should first consult the Lord, It should be his prin- 
cipal business to try and make his school successful and 
effective. 

JOHN L. DOTY, of Boston, said a superintendent 
should not be overreaching in trade; he should not 
smoke nor chew tobacco, nor drink rum, nor make rum 
He should be @ man of good language aud good deport- 
ment, and his hands would be clean. 

JOSEPH L. SYLVA, of New Bedford, said the super- 
intendent should be a man of order, and do all he could 
to make the house of God respe ted. 

HENRY HOYT, of Boston, said it was well for a su- 
perintendent to be a man of one idea, The school should 
be his hobby. He should be, syxtematic in all his ar- 
rangements, and always prompt; should do things on 
time He should read the Scriptures alternately with 
his school. 

M. H. SARGENT, from the Committee by the Chair, 
reported the following names of persons to constitute 
the Scate Committee for the year: 


STATE COMMITTEE. 


B. W WILLIAMS, Boston ; 
DAVID WOOD, Newburyport ; 
GEOKGE W. CHIPMAN, Boston; 
OLIVER MARCEY, Wiltraham ; 
HENRY HOY?, Boston ; 

H. 8. WASHBURN, Worcester ; 
R. C. BROWN, Full River ; 


R. 8. SMITH, 

J R. BRADFORD, 
GEORGE P! BRIGGS, 
&. G. DEBLOI3, 

N. P. KEMP, 


East Bridzewater ; 
Jamaica Plain; 
Pittsfield ; 

Boston ; . 
Jamaica Plain ; 


M. H. SARGENT, Somerville ; 

B. 8. CJODMAN, Boston ; 
THOMAS L. RAYNER, Northampton ; 
W C. CHAPIN, Lawrence; 
NATHAN ALLEN, Lowell ; 

J.P MAGEE, Halden ; 

J. H. LOCKE, Boston; 
WILLIAM PRITCHARD, Newburyport ; 
ZEUBLON PRATT, North Middleboro’ ; 
HEBRON VINCENT, Edgartown ; 
Rev. 8 J. BRONSON, Hyannis ; 

Rev. E. H. GRAY, Shelburne Falls. 


The report was adopted. 

After a few remarks from the Rev. Mr. NEVIN, the 
discussion was brought to a close. 

After a hymna by the audience, the question, “The 
work to be performed by the sunday-school teachers out- 
side of the Sunday-school,” was discussed. 

EBENEZER SHOTE, of Boston, was the first speaker. 
The teacher should, as he had opportunity, do good unto 
allmen. He should be wide awake, and particulariy 
active in mission Sunday-school work. He should in 





like the little boy in Brooklyn, send a kite in the shape | teaching abound in i/lustrations, and in this connection 


some examples were given. 

On motion of ZEBULON PRATT, speakers were limited 
to three minutes. 

STEVHEN G. DEBLOIS here introduced HENRY 8. 
WASHBUKNE. of Worcester, who said that as he had 
listened to the remarks, he had inquired within himself, 
who was sufficient for these things? Superintendents 
aud teachers mast be goverued by the circumstances in 
which they found themselves in their schools. What 
would do for one place would not do for another. For his 








part, when out of his business, his Sabbath-school was 
continually uppermost in his mind, and he was seeking 
its welfare and prosperity continuallf. 

BENJ. F. WILSON, of Framingham, said the respon- 
sibility of the work should not rest upon the teachers 
alone. They, the teachers, should seek to gather in, not 
only children but adults, 

The Rev. CHARLES H. MALOOM, of Newport, R. I, 
gave some interesting facts relating to the gathoring in 
of the poor, and spoke with earnestness of the value of 
outside work. 

The Rev. Mr. NORTHROP, of Sazonvills, said the Sab- 
bath-school and public school should go hand in hand. 
One of the most effective ways to help the former was to 

sustain well the latter, 7 

A collection was here taken to defray the expenses in- 

curred by the State Committee. 

THOMAS F. CHASE, of Boston, knew of persons who 

ravelled a circuit of ten miles to attend ten different 

Sunday schools. This was the kind of self-sacrifice needed. 

R K. BERRINGTON, of Full River, said the superin- 

tendent and teacher should aim to become familiar and 

well acquainted with the scholars. He thought it was 

& good test of piety for persons to engage in out schools, 

one or two miles distant. This work was of great im- 

portance. 

The Rev. Mr. MALOOM said a few additional words, 

after which, at 1214 o'clock, the sesison was closed with 

the benediction by the Rev. Mr. BURNS, of Boston. 


ee eS rae eben 
AFTERNOON SESSION. 


igs E afternoon session commenced at 14 o’elock, with 
prayer by the Rev. Mr. WOODRUFF, of Springfield: 
The question in order for discussion was, “ What can be 
done to increase the efficiency of Sabbath schools in the 
State, and to establish them where none now exist?” 
JOHN W. MARSHALL, of Rockport, thought the pas- 
tors of the churches should take up this subject and ze 
to work themselves in gathering in those outside. 
Deacon PAYNE, of Randolph, said that in laboring in 
this work all should feel their dependence upon the Holy 
Spirit. and bow in reverence before God. 
The Rev. D. BRIGHAM, of Full River, had an expe- 
rience of over forty years in the Sunday-achool, and he 
was convinced that when teachers and superintendenta 
were, like Barrabas, full of the Holy Ghost, they would 
have success, 
J BARTLETT, of Rockport, said the teacher should be 
able to sing as well as the superintendent. Prayer waa 
of the greatest moment, and without it there would be 
success. The superintendent and pastor should work 
together. The former was the General Scott of the 
school, and the teachers were the General Butlers. 
The Rev. Mr. WILLIAMS, of /ndia, exhorted parents 
as well asteachers to look after the scholars. They, the 
pxrents,in finding fault with the school, might find the 
difficulty at their own firesides. 
JOHN W. LOUD, of Weymouth, said no one could de 
without the aid of the Holy Spirit. He alluded to the 
organization, one year ago, of an association in his town 
which included all the schools of the place. They met 
once a month for discussions and to listen to an easay. 
They had found these meetings very profitable. 
ELBRIDGE CLAPP, of Quincy, said there were many 
church members who ought to join the school, but who 
now turned their backa upen it. 
ISAAC HARDY, of South Danvers, spoke of starting a 
mission school in Rockville, a mile and « half distant 
from the main school, with 12 or 14 teachers and‘120 
scholars. This was a better school than the one in the 
centre. 
The Rev. 8 L. ROCK WOOD, of N. Weymouth, gave a 
history of a mission school in his town, in a factory vil- 
lage. which had been very successful. 


CLOSING EXERCISES. 
The time for closing exercises having arrived, 
H. 8. WASHBURN, of Worcester, said he had come 
one hundred miles since three o’clock In the morn- 
ing, to attend the meeting, aud he had been deeply ' 
impressed with the apparent faithfulness and earnest- 
ness of those who had spoken from different parts of the 
commonwealth. His heart yet lingered and he would be 
glad toremain with them longer. They were about to 
separate, and would never meet again this side of eter- 
nity. Before another year came round, what would hap- 
pen to them orto the church none could tell. In view of 
this he thought some expression should be given toe the 
feelings of the delegates iv the form of a resolution, and 
he offered the following, which was unanimously adopted 
by arising vote : 

Resolved, That a8 Sabbath school teachers we do bere 
renewedly take the oah of allegiance to our Lord and 
Master, and do hereby pledze ourselves to do whatever 
in us lies to promote the efficiency of the great work in 
which we are engaged. 

On motion of HENRY HOYT, a fesolution of thanks 
to the citizens of Fall River, for their generous bospi- 
tality, was adopted. 

Mr. HOYT said a few words in support of the resola- 
tion, and said the delegates were not only thankful for 
the entertainment at the tables of the people of Fall 

River, but for the privilege of becoming acquainted with 
them, and of forming friendships which should endure 
and be remembered all along down the stream of time. 
He could say, in behalf of his associates, that they 
should all go home richer and better than when they 
came, 

W.C. CILAPIN, of Lawrence, in the Chair, the Rev. 
Mr. FAY, of Full River, responded on behalf of the 
citizens of Fall River to the resolution which had been 
adopted, It was more blessed to give than to receive, 
and he was sure that the people of Fall River had been 
made the recipients of much greater favors than they 
had bestowed. In alluding to entertaining angels 
unawares, he sad there was no class of persons who 
came, in his judgment, nearer to being angels than 
Sabbath school teachers. He was peculiarly gratified 
that the Convention had been a union meeting. He had 
Baptists at his honse, and he had enjoyed their society 
and if any prejudice had existed in his mind against 
the denomination, the pleasant companionship of these 
persons would have removed it. He said the delegates 
came as the friends of Jesus, as the friends of the chil- 
dren, and of the clergy, and ef all, and when their people 
had seen the character of those who arrived in the cars 
to attend this mveting, more doors were thrown open for 
their entertainment, than had been previously offered. 
In a few moments all would go to their different fields 
of jabor, to commence again their own appropriate duties, 
but in heaven they should all meet, with no one, he 

oped, left out; no, not one of the dear children com- 
mitted to their ciarge. If there was one garland that 
would be more sought after than another around the 
throne, it wonld be, the thought, that worn by those 
who took young children by the hand, and led them, on 
earth, to. Christ. 

The remarks of Mr. FAY were very touching and 
brought the tears to many eyes. 

One verse of the beautiful hymn was then sung: 


“My heavenly home is bright and fair, 
Nor pain, nor death shall enter there.’’ 

STEPHEN G. DEBLOIS, of Boston, offered a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman, 8. ANGLER CHASE, for the 
able and impartial manner in which he had presided 
over the Convention. 

The vote was adopted unanimously. 

Mr. CHASE responded in a brief but eloquent address. 
He commenced by alluding to the motto on one of the 
galleries which he had placed there with his own hands: 
“Here am I.” He did not dream of being called to the 
place he had pied. When appointed, he felt that he 
must decline, but being desirous that nothing should 
prevent the harmony and interest of the meeting, he 
could not take any steps which would cause delay, and 
he had accepted. He had been exceedingly pleased 
with the meeting; and the proceedings had caused his 
heart to rejoice. He felt on the evening of the prelimi- 
nary meetiog that the Spirit of God had come with the 
d-legates, and that he could assume the responsibilities 
of the chair, trasting in God and in the brotherly love 
and Christian affection which seemed to animate all 
hearts. His task was done. They had been pleased to 
thank him, and he thanked them in return. In alluding 
to the remarks of Webster in reply to Mr. Hayne, of 
South Carolina, that Massachusetts needed no encomium, 
he said Massachusetts had a Sabbath-school history, and 
had always been foremost in this great work. Allusion 
had been made to Lowell, Newburyport, and Northamp- 
ton, where had been held some of the best meetings of 
the Convention, and he hoped that in the future Fall 
River too would be iacluded. He trusted that all would 
go home filled with the Spirit of Christ and with the 
determination to do more than ever in his service. 
DAVID WOOD, Chairman of the State Committee, ad- 





on the success of the meeting, after which, on motion of 
the Rev. Mr. NORTHROP, a vote of thanks was passed 
to the Old Colony and Fall River Railroad corporation 
for half fare tickets. 

A vote of thanks was also passed to the Second Baptist 
church and Society of Fall River for the use of their 
meting house. 

The Rev. CHAS. H. MALOOM offered the closing 
prayer. and the benediction by the Rev. Mr. WILLIAMS, 

the missionary, closed the meeting. 

It seemed fo be the general opiaion that the meeting 

was one of the best ever held in the State. The attend- 

ance was large at all the sessions, and some of them 

were crowded to overflowing. 


[The End.} 
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but little, their duties being confined mainly to preparing 
for the annnal meeting. 

An essay was then read by the Rev. J. N. MURDOCK, 
D. D., pastor of the Bowdoin Square Baptist church in 
Boston. 

DR. MURDOCK’S ESSAY. 


Mr. President: I esteem it a privilege to be 
here to day, in response to the flattering invita 
tion of your Executive Committee. The theme 


Christianity and Childhood ; my design being not 
to treat of the organic or ecclesiastical relations 
of childhood to Coristianity, but simply to pre- 
sent the spiritual possibiliies whieh pertain to the 
state of childhood. A view of the personal as 
pect of the gospel towards little children will re- 
veal the prime end of Sabbath-school culture, 
and suggest at once the duty and the hopefulness 
ool | of the work. 








d When our Lord and Master uttered the words, 


of the State, was | « Suffer little children to come unto me, and for 
held at Fall River on Thursday and Friday, June 20 and 


21. On Wednesday evening, the usual preliminary 
prayer and conference meeting was held in the vestry of 
the Second Baptist church. 


bid them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven,” he announced the great fact on which all 


The Rev. Mr. SNOW, the | our efforts for the spiritual illumination and sanc- 

pastor, presided. An excellent spirit prevailed at this tification of the young depend; namely, that 

meeting, and there seemed to be a general desire to have | childhood is directly. guterested in the gospel of 

the Convention one of spiritual profit to all who might | salvation. Whoever supposes that the commis- 

PP 

attend. Earnest prayer was offered that the Holy Spirit 
7 baptized with hi 8 

pret) ya endo i. Geeae nore oe ais ciple all nations excludes children of tender 

I . HED » ; r F 

NATHAN ALLEN, of Lowell; B. W. WILLIAMS, of | years, has taken a very partial and inadequate 

Boston; IRAH CHASE, Jr. of Roxbury, and others, | view of the genius and mission of Christianity. 


sion which he afterwards gave his apostles to dis- 


Christ meant that childhood, as well as maturity, 


It was quite evident to those who were present OM | should receive the offer of his grace; that all 


systematic adjustments of its creed, but that it is 
deeply seated in the heart, being of the nature of 
love, and leating to the fruits of love; that love 
which, beginning with piety towards God, worketh 
no il) to his neighbor. God, as the Infinite Love, 
takes all his moral measurements of men, not 
by the stature of their intelligence, but by the 
sincerity of their hearts. If the heart be right, 
all other defects are forgotten; but if the beart be 
corrupt, no measure of gifts and attainments be- 
sides will avail to secure his notice. All the law 
and the prophets are fulfilled in the one com- 
mand: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and thy neighbor as thyself.” It is 
never intimated or implied in the Scriptures that 
we must know (God in the sense of an intellectual 
perception of his nature and attributes, or that 
we must be able to answer all the deep questions 
which have been started as to the relations of 
divine sovereignty and free-will, in evolving the 
destiny of man. The grand requirement, which 
includes all, or atones for the absence of all, is 
that we shall love God supremely, and our neigh- 
bor as ourselves. Christ makes inquest, net for 
the fullness of our Christian knowledge, not pri- 
marily for the correctness of our Christian de- 
portment; but the point which is decisive of our 
relations to him is in this: ‘“ Lovest thou me?” 
It does not require a man’s intellect, but only a 
child’s heart, to become a Christian. 

It is true that divine knowledge is sometimes 
presented in the Bible as the sum of true religion ; 


Wednesday evening that the citizens of Fall River had 
made the most liberal arrangements for the Convention, 
and that, however large the meeting might be, all would 
be entertained g i ly. The C ittee of Arrange- 
ments of Fall River, of which 8. ANGIER CHASE, Esq., 
was Chairman, were in session nearly all the time from 
Wednesday afternoon till Friday noon, attending to the 
wants of the delegates. Everything that the most fas- 
tidions person could desire was done for the comfort and 
convenience of their guests. 

The Convention was called to order at 9 o’clock, in the 
Baptist Temple, by DAVID WOOD, Eaq., of Newbury- 
port, the Chairman of the State Committee. He com- 
menced the exercises by reading brief selecticns of 
Scripture. 

On motion of HENRY HOYT, of Boston, the following 
committee was appointed by the Chair to nominate per- 
manent officers for the Convention: HENRY HOYT and 
CHARLES D. GOULD, of Boston; A. L. WESTCO(T and 
ROBERT M. SHERMAN, of Full River, and J. R. BRAD- 
FORD, of Jamaica Plain. 





ages, as well as all conditions, should enter into 
the benefits of his saving work. There is no 
reasonable doubt that that nurture and discipline 
of the Lord, which the chief of apostles enjoins 
in reference to children, is the principal means by 
which they are to be brought into sanctifying re- 
lations to the kingdom of God. 

Yet many have held, masy now hold, that 
young children cannot become personally inter- 
ested in the blessings of Christ’s spiritual reign, 
owing to their defective understanding of Chris- 
tian truth. The celebrated Stephen Girard, in 
founding the college for orphans which bears his 
name, probibited the employment and even the 
presence of Christian ministers within its walls, 
on the plea that children and youth are un- 
able to come to an intelligent decision as to 
the truth or effor of religious tenets. 


After a recess of three-quarters of an hour—the cars he recognized the wisdom, and acknowledged 
from Boston and other directions not having arrived— 


the committee tv nominate officers reported the following 
list, which was unanimously adopted by the meeting : 


ORGANIZATION, 
President, S. ANGIE CHASE, of Mull River. 
Vice-Presidents, CHARLES D. GOULD and STE- | But in one respect his mistake was little if any 
PHEN G. DEBLOIS. of Boston; HODGES REED, of | worse than that often made by better men; which 
Taunton ; ROBERT C. BROWN, of /ull River ; the Rev. | is the mistake of supposing that religion is a mat- 
J. M. CHICK, of Grafton; K. 8. SKINNER, of Lee; 


ROBERT C. TOPPAN, of New Bedford; B. F WHIT-]. > a 8 . 
TEMORE, of Newton; the Rev. B. G. NORTHROP, of its basis in the speculative intellect, instead of the 


Sazonville, and W. C. CHAPIN, of Lawrence. stump ‘ Bess 

Secretaries, IRAH CHASE, Jr. of Roxbury; JAMES | Of faith, instead of an inward living experience, 
H. DEAN, of Tuunton; WALTER ©. DURFEE, of Full | having its roots in the heart, and its fruits in the 
River, and EBENEZER SHUTE. of Boston. 


the authority of Christ, he would have held dif 
ferent notions of religion, and of its relation to 
childhood. He was an enemy to Christ, and meant 
to exclude his religion from the school to be 
founded under his will, This was his great error. 


ter of the head, instead of the heart; that it has 


moral affections; in short, that it is a formulary 


life. This error arises from confounding Chris- 





STEPHEN @. DEBL IS, of Boston, and ROBERT K. 
BERRINGTON, of Fill River, were appointed to conduct 
the President elect to the chair. 

Mr. CHASE, in assuming the duties of his office, said 
that it had been expected that a gentleman, alike honor- 
able in political, social and religious life (the Hun. ALEX. 
H. RICE, of Boston.) would preside at the meeting. He, 
Mr. Chase, had been selected at the last moment to as- 
sume the duties of the Chair, and he should have declined 
the honor had he not feit that it would have established 
a bad precedent at the very commencement of the meet- 
ing. He had had little, if any, experience in presiding 
ever public bodies, but would endeavor to perform the 
duties to the best of his ability. He hoped everything 
would be done promptly. It was an honor to preside 

over political and other similar organizations; but he 


Sunday-school Convention, the_object of which was to 
@evise ways and means to improve af institution which 
aims to lead the young to the cross vf Christ. While he 
claimed the indulg+auce of the members of the Conven- 
tion, he felt sure that there would be no jarring or clash- 


He was convinced during the evening previous by the 
remarks made, that the meeting would be a good one. 
Thanking the Cuuvention for the honor conferred upon 
him, he accepted the office in the hope that a higher 
power would direct him in the duties of the office. 7 

Prayer was then offered by the Rev. Mr. MACLAREN, 
of Full River. 

The Rev. Mr. SNOW, of Full River, the pastor of the 
Second Baptist church, then gave the following address 
of welcome. 


MR, SNOW’S ADDRESS. 


Brethren of the Convention and Friends of the Sabbath- 
School Cause: Through the action of your Executive 
committee, you have been pleased to honor us with 
your presence in this annual gathering. Tue task laid 
wpon me to extend the usual courtesies of this occasion 
is one of no little delicacy Selected for this service by a 
committee from ‘all the Evangelical denominations in 
this eity, I should be guilty of an unpardonable wrong 
did I take advant«ge of my present position to speak only 
as representative of the denomiuation with which I am 
happy to be connected, and whose interests, involving as 
they do the honor of Christ, are preeminenutly dear to 
me. Uapleasaut memories, thoagh in no measure obli- 
terated, should lead to no such breach of confidence. 
However great provocation may @xist, no excuse can be 
found for the temerity that would prompt it. Sectional 
grievances must for the moment be waived, that the 
heart, untrammeled and uubiased, may utter those ex- 
pressions of esteem and love always mutually due the 
disciples of Jesus. Mevkness is sometimes a higher 
QOhristian virtue than just resistance or cousure, “All ye 
gre brethren,” said Christ. Recoguizing this relation, 
and the amenities which form aninsepsrable feature of 
it, we give to youthe warm hand of Christian fellow- 
ship aad rejoice tormmvet you. This day introduces a new 
and important era io our history. 

With an agrevable reliei we disengage our thoughts 
from the absurbing and vexiag questions of national con- 
cerns, and escape the din and tumult of national strifes, 
to deliberate on the more momentous interests which 
beloug to the kingdom of Christ. Wuile civil war rages 
in our land, and the nation is being disturbed and rent 
by a rebellious faction, the realms of Christian enterprise 
should be pervaded by a spirit of entire fraternity, and 
preserve unbroken all their harmonious relations. 

The sacred causy which has inaugurated this yearly 
convocation 1s one of immeasurable importance, and has 
already secured a noble prestige among the servants of 
Christ in every land. [t lies very near our hearts, for 
we regard it as auxiliary ‘o the rapid progress and final 
triumph of Christianity. Tue Sabbath-school, in which 
young svuls are trained tur usefuluess aud for heaven, 
eeased loug ago to be a mure experiment. It has come 
to be a real necessity. We cherish with cordial syyupa- 
thy every right means emplvyed to prom te this enter- 
prise, and to encourage choss who are ident.fied with its 
interests. Am ug the results of this Convention, now 
held for the first tims with us, we anticipate an increased 
stimulus for our future action in this department of 
Christian labor. 

Receive, then, our warmest greetings. I bid you wel- 
eome in behalf of the supyrintendents and teachers of 
this city. Ibid you welc mein behalf of the pastors of 
our churches and the parents vf our children. Accept 
freely the hospitalities of our homes and our hearts, of our 
sanctuaries aud our family altars May the events of 

the present occasion exhib t the true spirit of this Con- 
Vention, aad sustain the genius of those fraternal prin- 
eiptes on which it was ficst estabiished, that a pleasant 
maemory may tingerinour minds and inspire our hearts. 
for many years t com». Taall your counsels and acts, 

which are to have toeir influeace even o« future genera- 
tivns, may you be guided by wisdom from above, that is 
pure and pesesble and fall of good fruits, that as the 
fraits of righteousness are sowa ia peace. the tinal harvest 
to be reaped in our Master's honor may be abundant and 
glorious. 

N.P KEMP, of Jimaica Plain, offered the following 
yote, which was unanim ns y adopted : 

“Resolved, That the State Cuntral Committee shall 
eonsist of twenty-fuur members, to be constituted as 
follows: There sh «ll be four members from each of the 
following den minations: Cougregational, Episcopal, 
Baptist, and Methodist. and one member each from the 
Presbyterian and Free Will Baptists. Tn the selection of 
these eighte:n members, every county in the State shall 
have one representative. There shall be, in addition, six 
members elected at large, one from each d+ nomination, 
who shall be res dents of Boston and vicinity.” 


Mr. Kemp then mad a brief report on behalf of the 
State Committee, stating that the committee had done 


tianity considered as a system of truth, with 
Christianity considered as a vital power in the 
Faith, as an acceptance of formal truth, 
iz one thing, while faith as a personal persuasion 
and apprehension of Christ’s renovating power is 
No one would be so unreasonable 
as to claim that organized beings cannot live 
without a particular knowledge of those physio- 
logical iaws on whieh life depends; yet many in- 
sist that there can be no spiritual life without a 
comprehensive knowledge of thoze truths which 
pertain to the theory of Christianity. 
divines were right doubtless in classifying the 
truths of Christianity into two great branches ; 
considered ft a much greater honor to preside over a | the fundamental and the superstructory; only it 
may be that tuo many items hdve been included 
in the former elassification. 
cvive the testimony of inspiration as to what is 
The scriptural state 
ing, and no occasion for any arbitrary ruling of the Chair. | Ment as to what is essential in religious beliefs is 
contained in what may be fitly denominated the 
praying man’s creed: “He that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him.” 
viewed as involving spiritual existences and rela- 
tions, which comprise the sphere of its dogmatic 
development, may be imperfectly comprehended 
by many who have yet entered into its most vital 
experience, and who are able to observe its pre- 


It is surely safe to 





If personal religion consisted merely in the 
knowledge of scriptural trutb, or in the accep- 
tance of dogmatic formulas; if none but such as 
are able to comprehend a formal creed could come 
to the possession of it, there would be little ground 
for counting iittle children among its subjects, 
and little encouragement to labor for their conver- 
Their minds are weak, their judgments are 
immature, and they are rarely able to master the 
intellectual problems involved in the Christian 
system, as generally held by evangelical churches. 
And even the truths which they ure able to re- 
ceive, those elemental Bible facts which are simpli 
fied to their understandiags in the family and the 
Sabbath-school, are, more rarely than we are ac- 
customed to think, the means of quickening thoir 
Men may know much of 
God, of the way of life, and of the fature state; 
they may have a perfect comprehension of the 
plan of salvation, wad of the whole theory of 
Christianity, and yet be utter strangers to saving 
faith. Many who have possessed the most thorough 
ishing, have been known as the 
It needs scarcely to be 


souls to a new life. 





worst men of their time. 
said, that simply to know a thing, does not stand 
for much of itself. We have so often heard and 
read the saying, “ Knowledge is power,” that we 
have dignified it with the authority of a maxim. 
We practically assume that all that a man needs, 
in a given department, is to know. Yet knowledge 
by itself is vanity, all its utility being in its com 
positions and relations. For instance; the Mar- 
quis of Worcoster knew the expansive power of 
steam, as well as did Watt or Fulton, but he never 
made his knowledge a working power by apply- 
ing it to the purposes of mechanics, locomotion, 
When we say that knowledge is 
power, wo only use a short method of saying that 
knowledge is one of the conditions of power, that 
it is a guide to achievement, teaching us how to 
train and apply force to the practical uses of life. 
So, in reference to religious knowledge; it is not 
personal religion, nor does it lead by any essential 
of the new life, but is 
only a religious means, which, it must be added, 
Vital religion has more to 





often fails of its end. 
do with the heart than with the head. 
in the moral, rather than in the intellectual 
It takes hold of man in. his 
diviner part; not in that which spoculates, but in 
that which determines ; not in that which thinks, 
but in that which feels; not in that which knows, 
but in that which loves, 

Let no one say that this view of personal piety 
Tt eunobles it rather, while it 
makes it more tender and engaging. When we 
wish to express the highest conception of the 
Divine Being which it is possible for human Jan 
guage to convey, we do not speak of him as Infi- 
nite Intelligence, as Supreme Wisdom, nor as the | mouths*of babes and sucklings the Lord hath 
Almighty. We use no physical, or mental, or | ordained praise, and never is his grace so fully 
spiritual perfection to express the fullness of his | magnified as when tho trusting, docile heart of 
substance; but rather siak all these qualities in | childhood turns to the wisdom of the just. 
something which not only includes but transcends 
them all, and call him Love. 
and most dignified conception we can hold of re- 
ligion is, not that it is intelligent in its grasp and tively plain to minds more enlightened and ma- 
comprehension of truth; not that it is orthodox | ture, yet it may comprehend the love of God to 
in its formulas, however important these things 
may be, not thatitis logical and harm nious in the | The heart is perfect long before the brain begins 


Its seat is 





as when our Lord declares, “ This is eternal life 
to know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom thou hast sent;” or, as when David, old 
and dying, exhorted his son, “Solomon, my son, 
know thou the God of thy fathers, and serve him 
with a perfect heart and a willing mind.” But 
knowledge is used here, as wisdom is used in other 
scriptures, for the purpose of generalizing all that 
pertains to spiritual attainments, while in ene re- 
spect the service of the heart is still regarded as 
the most vital thing in religion. The ancients had 
@ maxim to the effect that if you would know a 
man you must love him, such love being necessary 
to give the true balance of the character, to fur- 
nish those soft colorings and delicate shadings of 
the picture, without which the image would be 
distorted and false. Your moral position in refer- 
ence to another will influence your judgment of 
his character, as your position in relation toa 
painting will have much to do in fixing your esti- 
mate of it. The mother knows her children and 
is able to ge them, b she loves them. 
Love is not only a fire but a light, having warmth 
for the soul where it resides, and also affording 
revelations of the objects of its contact. We truly 
know God when we love him, and only when we 
love him. If the heart be cold towards him, to 
the same extent theintellect is dark. Butas soon 
as the heart begins to warm with the love of God, 
the mind grows clear, and so perfect love casts 
out fear, by scattering the darkness. When you 
come to love God he will no longer appear terri- 
ble to you, but you will rejoice in him as gentle 
and gracious. You will see him as the infinite 
fountain of mercy, and be able to say with the 
apostle, “Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that God loved us, and gave his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but for the sins of the whole world.” ° 
The sum of piety towards God, then, consists in 
love. This quickens, vitalizes, gives signifi 

and power to everything else. Not, indeed, that 
love excludes knowledge, purity, rectitude, and 
faith. It rather includes them all, fills them all, 
being itself the vital element on which their value 
depends. Wicked men may know much about 
God and religion, but they are wicked because 
they do not love. The devils know God, and be- 
lieve in God intellectually, but they are devils 
because they hate God instead of loving him. But 
he who truly loves God will be right in every 
thing else. His faith will be unfeigned, his bene- 
volence will be quick and active, he will abstain 
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of the Lord. 

This view of the essential character of religion 
is confirmed by the fact that those in whose na- 
tures the affectional forces are most full and 
active are morereadily brought to Christ in times 
of religious revival. It has not unfrequently 
been charged as the reproach of given religious 
movements, that only women and children are 
reached by them ; the circumstance which most 
cleariy proves their genuineness, as attractiag the 
steel shows the genuineness of the magnet, being 
seized upon to discredit them. The fact results 
not so much fom the inteMectual weakness of the 
classes in question, as from the tenderness of 
their hearte, and their greater readiness torespond 
to the matchless love of Christ, through the affec- 
tional forces residing in them. It reaches these 
first because it finds something in them respond- 
ing to its essential character. And the kingdom 
of God comes to none who are not ready to receive 
it asalittle child. It is not by the exercise of the 
understanding, not by following the lights of hu- 
man reason, not even by the faith which gives 
credence to divine truth, that men enter into the 
kingdom of God; but solely through the love and 
trust of the childlike heart. Many refuse to come 
to Christ because they cannot comprehend the 
mystery of Christ. They will not eat the bread 
of life because they are unable to discover the 
secret of its wondrous efficacy. They stand out- 
side of the kingdom of God, because they find not* 
the hinge on which its gates turn in opening on 
the path of guilty man. They will not put their 
speculations behind them, and receive the king- 
dom of God as a child receives the bread which is 
to satisfy its hunger. The child that cries for 
bread does not find relief by crushing the loaf and 
analyzing the elements of which it is combined, to 
find their chemical composition, and how they 
contribute to repair physical waste, and promote 
comfort, health, and strength. But it holds un- 
questioniogly to the fact that bread was given to 
sustain life, and that it has sustained the life of 
millions. To its apprehension there is life in it 
still, and so it is received. In the same way men 
must receive the gospel. It comes not to exercise 
the understanding, but to meet a pressing want of 
the heart. The speculative habit is always, and 
of necessity, a detriment to piety. Religion is, 
indeed, as profound in its science as it is loving 
in its spirit, having its meat for men as well as its 
milk for babes, its deep things which exercise the 
profoundest intellect as well as those plain ele- 
ments which a child may comprehend. But it is 
only by receiving its great truths as childhood 
receives the utterauces of parental wisdom and au- 
thority, that we enter into its sublime realities, and 
come to an experience of its renovating power. 
Tous receiving the kingdom of God as a little 
child, we may grow ia the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, till we reach the stature 
of spiritual manhood, and begin, even on earth, to 
walk io the light of those revelations which will 
be perfected in that spiritual realm where dimness 
no more contracts the vision, and no cloud ob- 
soures the boundless horizon of kaowledge. The 
great mysteries of religion, hidden from the wise 
and prudent, are revealed unto babes. Oat of the 








We are able to see in the light of these views how 


And the highest | it is that childhood is interested ia religion. It 


may fail to comprehead many things compara. 


sinners, and be able to receive the offer of Christ. 





to act. Children may love with an unstinted 
ardor, even while there is mach indistinctness in 
their views of truth. They may rise to the life of 
love long before the measure of knowledge becomes 
full. God may draw them by the cords of the 
heart before they can be guided by the reins of 
mind. Even little children may come to Christ, 
may know Christ in the better sense of loving him, 
and may honor Christ in the graces of # meek and 
holy life. Many a Jobn has excited, even in his 
cradle, the inquiry, “ What manner of child shall 
this be?” and “ waxed strong in spirit” from in- 
fancy for the performance of his life-work. Many 
a Samuel has ministered at God’s altar in child- 
hood, and heard God’s voice, and responded to it, 
ere he could well understand the full of its 
meaning. Many a Timothy, early instructed in 
the Scriptures, and guided by the example of 
godly teachers, has been made wise unto salva- 
tion, and grown up to become the guide and 
teacher of others. The history of the church is 
rich in examples of regenerate childhood, and there 
is abundant reason for believing that the last day 
will disclose the fact that by far the greater num- 
ber of the red d and bloodwashed were brought 
to Christ in the early morning of life. 

We have it for our special work, then, to open 
the way of childhood to him who hath said, “Suffer 
little children to come unto me.” Children are to 
be led to Christ not involuntarily or perfunctorily, 
by our agency; not in outward rites merely ; not 
in the mere letter of the gospel; not in the local 
or national literature of the Bible, nor yet in the 
social morality embodied in the sermon or the 
mount, but by a process more direct and vital. 
It is not enough that they be led to the study of 
Christ’s character, as set forth in the gospels, that 
they be made familiar with the story of his life 
and works, or that they be deeply impressed with 
the substance of his divine teaching. Nor will it 
suffice to make them acquainted with the doc- 
trines of the gospel, even to the extent of compre- 
hending the symmetry of Christianity as a system 
of truth. They are not to be crammed with the 
dry herbs of so-called scriptural knowledge, but to 
be fed with the living bread which cometh down 
from heaven, and to be refreshed with waters 
drawn from the wells of salvation. They are to be 
placed in the supporting arms of Christ, and to 
be quickened by a vital contact with his loving 
heart. They are to know him not as a Teacher, 
but as a Saviour; not as the source of wisdom, 
but as the fountain of life; not in the fullness of 
his infinite intelligence, but in the unfathomable 
depths of. his restoring love. The story of that 
love, so passing knowledge, is to be kept before 
them, till the dewy influence of the new life shall 
freshen their hearts and transform them to the 
image of their heavenly exemplar. 

This is the chief, perhaps I ought to say the 
sole, aim of the Sabbath-school work. Our busi- 
ness is not merely to enlighten the minds of our 
pupils, but to open their hearts. The effect of 
our inculcations should be more than wholesome, 
it should be quickening. Our great mission is to 
lead the young to the Lamb of God. We are to 
place them in Christ’s arms, and induce them to 
rest in his bosom. And what facilities and in- 
ducements for so blessed a work do we find in the 
state of those for whom we labor! Their hearts 
are now fresh and receptive of all blessed influ- 
ences. Not yet tainted by sensual pleasure, not 
steeled by the force of sinful habit, not yet grown 
to indifference through wiridly compliance, not 
yet wedded to the ways of wrong doing, but open 
to the grace of Christ, as the blossom is to the 
dew, and ready to receive whatever external im- 
pression may be made upon them, how shall we 
answer it at the last day, if we suffer them to be 
perverted and ledastray? These young souls are 
not to be regarded as of the unyielding rock of 
confirmed sinfulnesz, but as of the plastic clay 
wherein all blessed possibilities are presented to 
him that is wise to win souls. There is even a 
lingering savor of heavenliness in them, for our 
Lord himself declares that the temper of child- 
hood is, in some sense, the temper of heaven. 
Their hearts may now beturned to God with com- 
parative ease; though the Worldly influences 
around them, and the evil proclivities within 
them, are every year making the task more diffi 
cult. Let them be won to Christ while their 
hearts are tender and open to persuasion. Bend 
them to the ways of the new life while they are 
yet pliable in your hands. Tell them the story 
of Christ. Display his character in all its human 
attractiveness, in all its divine beauty. Rouse 
their grateful sensibilities, ever ready to respond 
to all tender appeals, by dwelling on his generous 
love to the young, and the honor with which his 
notice has dignified them. Make them realize the 
condescension of their great Elder Brother, who 
came to save them from sin and wo. In short, 
in every lesson, in every word, in every look, in 
every tone of your voice, aim at the hearts of 
your tender charge. If you fail to win them, if 
you cannot induce them to give their hearts to 
Christ, and receive him as their Master, your la- 
bor will bevain, and your strength will be spent for 
naught. The probabilities are, thatif they pass the 
period of their tutelary relations to you without 
being consciously renewed by the grace of Christ, 
they will die without confessing him. Itis a most 
pregnant and awful fact, that the present system 
of religious culture—the pressure, if I may so 
speak, ofreligious appliances—now breught to bear 
on the young, compresses the formative period of 
life into a comparatively narrow compass, at once 
hastening and intensifying the crises of character 
and destiny. The vory strenuousness of the 
means whigh you apply, week by week, to the re 
ligious education of childhood, tends either to 
fill the walks of the churches with believing 
children, or to recruit the ranks of formality and 
worldliness with consciencs-seared youth. And 
if we should miss the end we have in view, the 
evolving of a religious life, and the formation of 
a religious character, what agency remains by 
which we may hope to retrieve a failure so dread- 
ful? 

The conclusion to which we come, thon, is, not 
only that young childrea may be won to Christ, 
but that they must be. It has already been im- 
plied that the way to secure this prime end of all 
our labors is not so much by literal instruction in 
the inspired word, or the formal inculcation of 
Christian doctrine, as by more direct and simple 
appeals to the heart and conscience. The nature 
ef the work to be done necessarily raises some 
questions as to the workmen who are to effect it. A 
simple glance at the character and qualifications 
of the efficient Sabbath-school teacher may fitly 
conclude, as it grows out of, the views which have 
been suggested. 

And here we might dwell on many things, 
such as intelligence, aptness to teach, winsome- 
ness of manners, invention to interest and 
patience to indulge the young, engagedness 
in the work, careful preparation for the duties 
of the class, punctuality and kindred qualities 
and attainments, all of them important, if not es- 
sential to the highest efficiency. Bus let them all 
pass with this simple recogaition, while we fix 
our thoughts on one qualification, most essential 
of all; namoly, the love of Christ reigniag in the 
soul and dominatiog in all its affections and pur- 
poses. To dealin the commerce of uafelt truths 
will be to labor without profit. The truth of God 
is vitalized only by experience, and never till it 
becomes thus vital to us shall wé be able to make 
it influential with others. The Christ to woom 
you would lead those under your care must be 
Christ in you, the impulse, the law, and the end 
of your life. If he fail to reiga in you, how shall 











the win those under your charge, by means of you? 


’ 


“Christ in you,” is the secret of Christian power, 
and the source of Christian efficiency. “Without 
me,” such is his word, “ye can do nothing.” It 
is only as his love burns and glows in the hear 
of the teacher that the pupil can hope to catch its 
inspiration. If you come before your class with 
no better preparation than a head stored with 
facts, explanations, and whatever may be neces- 
sary to the literal illustration of the lesson of the 
day, you will find but little advantage in your la- 
bors. If you are able to do nothing more than 
to expound the Scriptures, or to draw out and il- 
lustrate the great doctrines which they reveal, 
you may fail of your chief end, the salvation of 
your pupils. But if Christ be in you, making his 
strength perfect in your weakness, and filling up 
the measure of your efficiency, there can be no 
such thing as failure. As surely as like begets 
like, will the principle reigning in you eome to 
animate those to whom you communicate in 
spiritual things. Christ reigning in you, will also 
be crowned by reigning through you. If we would 
teach Christ, we must have Christ. We talk about 
bearing testimony for Christ; but let us bear 
Christ and he will testify of himself in us. We 
have pledged ourselves to stand up for Jesus, but 
how can we do it unless we are able to stand up 
inhim? Only let his servants hold him up and 
he will gather all hearts to his person and his 
cross, according to Jacob’s prophesy, “Unto him 
shall the gathering of the people be,” or, accord- 
ing to the larger meaning of his own words, “And 
I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” 

The sum of our qualifications for this great 
work, and the chief condition of success in it, is 
then to have Christ in our hearts. A Christless 
soul, and a prayerless habit, constitute the secret 
of many failures, both in the school-room and in 
the pulpit. We need a new and more copious in- 
fasion of Christ’s spirit. We must put on Christ, 
in a more perfect investiture. We must be in 
him, and hein us. So shall our words be winged 
with divine power, and our influence be vital with 
divine efficiency. And.when the bright dawn of 
the eternal Sabbath shall rise, and the weariness 
of earth shall pass into the rest of heaven, we 
shall be permitted to stand before the Great 
Teacher, with exceeding joy, saying, “Here are 
we, and the children whom thou hast given us.” 


DISCUSSION ON THE ESSAY. 
The essay was listened to with close attention by the 
audience, and on motion of HENRY HOYT, of Boston, 
a vote of thanks was passed to Dr. Murdock, and on mo- 
tion of the Rev. Mr. CHICK, of Grafton, a copy was re- 
quested for publication. 
On motion of N. P. KEMP, it was voted that the essay 
be published under the direction of the State Committee 
The few remaining moments ef the forenoon session 
were devoted to a discussion of the subject of the essay. 
HENRY HOYT spoke of it as one of vast moment. 
Child-education lay at the very basis of all efforts to 
save the soul. A pious and devoted teacher would be 
satisfied with nothing short of leading the child up to 
God. He could leave his impression upon the mind 
broad and deep as the waters of the harbor. Christ 
should be in him and should speak through him to the 
heart of thy little one. If this were true of him, 
he would himself be enriched, and would benefit the 
youthful scholar by his side. He should cultivate a 
loving tone of voice. The dove, even while on the wing 
understands the harsh tones of men. Sodochildren un- 
derstand the tone of voice addressed to them. A great 
deal might be accomplished by the eye. He would re- 
member how his mother looked into his eye and the in- 
fluence which it had upon him. The teacher should, 
while with his class, feel the responsibilities of the 
parent. 
The Rev. R.G. NORTHROP, of Saxonville, endorsed 
the sentiment of the essay fully. We all failed to com- 
prehend the great truth in the essay that the heart of the 
child becomes perfect before the brain. The heart was 
the part tobe educated, and that before the intellect. 
There was no opposition between the two, and they 
helped each other. If we would develop the heart more 
fully, we should seek to infuse more of our own hearts 
into the scholars with whom we come in contact. There 
should be freer, fuller,and more cordial appeals to the 
affections. The trouble with those boys who sought the 
bar-room and strayed away from the restraints of home 
was that they had no heart training. 
The Rev. E. Y.GARRETTE, of Af.libury, said his mind 
had been dwelling for some time upon the subject of the 
essay, and he was glad to hearit discussed. The téacher 
should remember that the child believes everything he 
tells him, and he should be very carefal, therefore, what 
he said. The hearts of some teachers were like some 
machinery, that didn’t move when the power was ap- 
plied because it was all gummed up. The heart should 
be free, and then love weuld pour through its channels 
into the heart of the child. 
J. R. BRADFORD, of Jamaica Plain, spoke in the 
highest terms of the essay. The teacher wanted faith in 
the gospel, and in the power of Jesus Christ to save— 
faith in God’sown Word. He might well exolaim, “ Who 
is sufficient for these things?” but his trust should ever 
bein God. The great Master was sufficient for all, and 
ifthe teacher would but hear his voice speaking to him, 
he would go gladly forward in such a glorious work. 
The CHAIR then appointed the following committee 
to nominate a State Central Committee for the ensuing 
year: M. H. SARGENT, of Somerville ; W. C. CHAPIN, 
of Lawrence; R.C. TOPPAN, of New Bedford; and 
the Rev. J. M. CHAPMAN, of Fall River. 
Prayer was then offered by the Rev. Mr. PAGE, of 
Full River, after which the benediction was pronounced 
by the Rev. Dr. MURDOCK, of Boston, and this closed 
the morning session. 





AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Great Meeting of Sabbath-School Scholars. 
tyes afternoon session of the first day was, in accord 

ance with custom, given up to the Sabbath-school scho- 
lars, At an early hour, the scholars from the different 
schools began toassemble, and by two o’clock the large 
church was crowded to overflowing. Aisles, galleries, 
platform, and every conceivable place were occupied. The 
children sat upon the large platform, and it was with 
difficulty that the speakers could find a place to stand as 
they addressed the vast audience, Ths meeting was, in 
every partioular, a grand success. The scholars sang 
five or six hymns under the lead of Mr. BERRI NGTON, 
and did themselves great credit. This was a most in- 
teresting feature, and added greatly to the attraction of 
the occasion. 
The exercises were commenced with singing, after 
which prayer was offered by the Rev. J. M. CHICK, of 
Grafton. 

After singing another hymn, the Rev. J. H. BURTIS, 
of New York, Associate Secretary of the Am: rican Sun- 
day-School Union, delivered an address to the scholars. 
He had been all over the country, and knew boys and 
girlain every direction. He told them a story of the 
Zouaves of France, who, when they went into battle, 
sung asong of victory. It was victory with them at the 
commencement, in the middie, and all the way through. 
So he wanted all the children, ail the way through from 
little ones up to the age of seventy-five, to sing * Vic- 
tory, Victory!” Sabbath-school scholars should be brave 
to do right, always remembering that it was much easier 
to do wrong than right. He told them of a little boy in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., who had enlisted in the army, and who 
had learned in the Sabbath-sehool to do right. He told 
his mother not to be afraid to let him go to the war, for 
God was everywhere. He was not afraid to read his 
Bible and pray before the soldiers, who would listen to 
him with the closest attention. He was killed by an ac- 
cideatal shot, and the last thing he said was, “Tell my 
my mother that I have gone home to heaven.” This 
showed what the Sabbaths hool could do. There was 
not one man in a hundred who could have prayed as did 
this little boy, before all those soldiers. 

The song, *O come let us sing” was then sung by the 
scholars; after which 

JOSEPH A. POND, of Brighton, was introdaced. He 
saw the theme of his remirks the day betore in his 
flower garden. Children were like the leafy m nth of 
June, all joyous with hope aud promise. Jane was 
the time of seed-sowing. So youth, all full of life and 
gladness, was the time to sow the seeds of truth. He 
spoke of the Sabbath school garden, with, its many dt 
visions. The little bed which each scholar had to calti 
vate was the heart He shuld be careful to see that the 
soil was in proper condition; that the best seed was 
planted, and when uy, that it was well trained and 
watered. The heart-bed shoaid be well laid oat. The 
rose, emblem of lov , was one of the flowers to be plant 
ed. Cross boys had no love. no roses ia their gardeus 
The woodbine, embiem of faith; the heliotrope, always 
turned towards heaven; the hyaciath, represeating coa 
tentment; the lily, emblem of humility; with many 
others, were noticed, which must be planted ia the 
heart-bed. In closing, he spoke of ths garden where the 
flowers would never div. 





“0 do not be discouraged” was then sung by the 
scholers, when 

The Rev. M. W. PAYNE, of Full River, was intro- 
duced as the third speaker. He spoke of the three 
or four millions in the Sabbath-school, an army larger 
than Generai Scott had under his command. He 
spoke of Christ to the children as more and greater than 
Napoleon or Washington. He was better, because he had 
more love in his heart, and always went abont doing 
good. The noblest work that we could be engaged in, 
was in doing good to others. Several anecdotes and 
facts were related to show what might be accomplished, 
even by very young children. 

The “ Eden above” was next sung; and the fourth ad- 
dress was given by 

Deacon N. J. KING, of Providence. He told them a 
score or more of stories to illustrate important truths, 
which were listened to with great attention, and then 
told them of his Sabbath-school class, organized in 1830, 
with eight boys. and of the Bibles he gave them for 
being always obedient to their mothers. He showed 
three of the Bibles that he gave them. One of the boys 
who received a Bible was upon the platform, viz. 
Mr. W. C. Chapin, of Lawrence. Mr. King’s speech 
abounded in facts which greatly interested the children. 

The hymn, “ Days. and weeks, and months returning” 
was sung by the children, in fine style. 

A call having been made for the “boy” on the plat- 
form who had received the Bibie from the hands of 
Deacon King, Mr. W. C. CHAPIN, of Lawrence, came 
reluctantly forward, and said if he had been aeked, at 
the commencement of the meeting, to speak under such 
circumstances, he should not have been in the room. He 
alluded to a modest church member, who could not speak 
in the conference meeting, but who one day rose and 
said. “ My friends, I can’t speak to you, but T thought I 
would stand up, and let you look at me.” If he had 
any hobby it was this, “Honor thy father and thy 
mother.” which was instilled into him by that teacher, 
(Deacon King.) His father and mother still lived, and 
he said his mother was the best mother in all the land. 
After alluding, in the most tender language, to the 
sickness of his mother, and his desire to see her, he 
closed by exhorting the scholars to honor their parents 
all the time. 

IRAH CHASE, Jr., of Roxbury, was the next speaker. 
After alluding to the boy who had made a good speech 
at the meeting, but who had not been noticed, (a boy 
who had been making some disturbance, but eaid aloud, 
if his mother woul@let him stay, he would be a good 
boy.) he said this boy had spoken for all the boys and 
girls of Fall River, and he thought they would remem- 
berit. He then gave them a very interesting account of 
the Farm School boys, and of his visit to them, and of 
the boy who had the best garden, and said, “by their 
fruits ye shall know them.” 

A request having been made that a member of the 
Berkely street Sunday-school, who was present, should 
sing a hymn, Miss Helen Perkins, of that school, sang 
the piece, “The children are gathering from near and 
from far,” accompanied by the organ. It was beautifully 
executed, and called forth some applause from the andi- 
ence. 

The Rev. E. H. NEVIN spoke of his mother and father 
both in heaven, and made some interesting remarks re- 





Y lating to the separatien of parents and children. After 


which 

STEPHEN G. DEBLOIS, of Boston, said he would give 
every scholar present a little card, with the motto, “I'll 
try” upon it, and various other good! words. He fulfilled 
this promise at the close of the meeting. These came from 
the publisher, N, P. Kemp, of Boston. 

Deacon KING, of Providence, made further remarks ; 
after which, the hymn “Come children and join in our 
festival song” was sung. * 

The Rev. D. M. CRANE, of Boston, offered praver, the 
benediction was pronounced by the Rev. Mr. BURTIS, of 
New Yori:, and thus closed one of the best meetings of 
the kind ever held in Massachusetts. 





EVENING SESSION. 
i ig evening session was commenced by singing the 
hymn, 
“Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love.” 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. RAW, of Switzer- 
land. 

On motion of J. R. BRADFORD, of Jamaica Plain, it 
was voted that speakers be limited to five minutes. 

The CHAIR then announced that, in accordance with 
the arrangements of the Committee, the evening would 
be spent in free discussion upon auy topics that the dele- 
gates might desire to present. 

J. R. BRADFORD was the first speaker. He com- 
menced by asking the question, What constitated, under 
God, a successful Sabbath-school teacher? He, the 
teacher, should first inquire, before he entered upon his 
duties, whether he had faith in God, and love to Christ 
in his heart, as a living power, and an ever-acting prin- 
ciple. If so, then he might hope that his labors would 
be blessed. He should study his lesson with prayer, and 
should never go to his class without it. If he felt that 
he had God within him, he would have the one great 
essential element of success. 

The Rev. E. H. NEVIN, of Edgartown, said it was 
well to understand what was meaut by having the love 
of Christ in the heart. He knew an old minister, whose 
love fur Christ increased as his drams of liquor increas- 
ed. The love of Christ was not love of country, love of 
wife or of children. When a man loved the Saviour, he 
loved his three-fuld character, as a prophet, priest, and 

king, and would love to pray. Love, in all cases, became 
a living power. He gave an account of a child borne 
aloft, to a high cliff, by au eagle. People pitied and 
loved the child, but none loved it enough tesecure it, save 
the mother. The question was, how much did they love 
the child? The mother’s love was tested. So with the 
pious teacher. His love for Christ would be measured by 
the sacrifice which he would make for him, and the labor 
which he would give to his cause. Loving Christ with- 
out prayer, and without work’, was enough to damn the 
world. 

HENRY HOYT inquired whether every person who 
loved Christ was qualified to be a teacher. He thought 

there were many such who were not culled to teach. 
Punctuality was one of the very fandamental requisites 
of success. Without this, no person couid keep a class 
together. Again, the whole soul should be thrown into 
the work, or he woald fail. 

A. LINCOLN, of Lynn, said a teacher must possess the 
faculty of bringing scholars into the school, and then 
keeping them in. This could not be done without prayer 
and constant effort : and he gave them som+ acts pertain- 

ing to the organizstion of mission-schvols to illustrate 
this point. 

N. B. KEMP, of Jamaica Plain, said many teachers 
failed for the want of a single elem-nt of power, viz, the 
social element. He wished that the word teacher could 
be crushed out of ths Sabbath-school vocabulary, and 
that the scholars could bs made to understand that they 
were loved by their teachers Ho» related a fact that had 
come under his own observation. A scholar had be- 

come, in his own opinion, too old to go to the school, and 

had left. In the course of a week, the teacher called at 

his father’s house, and, in the course of the conversa- 
tion said to the boy, “Well, A, I didu’t see you last 
Babbath.” The boy said he would go the next week, 
but he did not. The teacher called, and said as before, 
“T dida’t see you last Sabbath; hope you have not left 
us.” After he had gone, the boy said to his father, 
* Does it do Mr. any good to have me go to Sun- 
day-school?” ‘ No,” said the father. “ Theu,” said the 
boy, “he must feel a gevat interest in my welfare.” The 
next Sabbath he was in the school. Other facts were 
related by the speaker, to show the power and value of 
the social element ia teaching. 


[Completed on tre Third Page.] 
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